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Ia three Sermons on 2 TiwoTwxr, L. 13, 
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DoRor in Divinity , ſometimes Fellow of | 
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eyed accordingtotheir -! 
| verall abilities; ime did work 
ji LED filver;/mn braffe;! in! 
purple:and blew ; 
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urch of God, of which that 
Y (h6vſe Uleeyr re- 
E Py GR ri lb 
mean, but'tmay be fome way: 
| uſcfulb-eo-rhe-houſe: of:4zed ;' 

|thoſethat canrior worRWgAR, 
and ſikveryand {ak * 4.4 ma 

curand hew3anchtho if RACER | 
'doneither ;'yet mayicarry bur- 
thens!/. This latter! is:1the'tabk| 
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ſerve the' Church, it bringing | | 
forth | this, provition: which! is | 
{here preſenter to you ;of ano! vj 
ther mans colt indeed, yet aot| 
without ſome dabourcand cate 
_ lot niy:omn;toprepare the ta- # 
ble ,-and ſetthings 3n order/be- | 
Areyou!l amthe rather 1ncou-! | 
ir uit; becauſell:khoyochar 
God#anaswell: ſerve hiniſelf| 
of my labour in; this; asof the | 
Skill and ability:of chedearndd' 
Author : and if in-this I may 

be a helper of the joy of (gods 
Charch;] | have whertandor = 
FejoYce. WF; mi Diaper non 
Theſe. inſuing Sermons were 
frſt- preached untb/yau;, they 
_ [Were yours in thedetivery; and 
aeyvurs oft Rightzasicbnceveed 
hr A 3 and | 
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The Epiitle | 


and brought it forth for you; and 
I know not how you ſhould 
loſe your Right in the pub-' 
liſhing of them, but rather owe 
Patronage, Apology. Harbour | 
and Recommendations; there-, | 
| fore 1 have made bold toprefix| | 
your Names before them, ay = 
$ topubliſh them tor the good. 
of the Church; being well aſſu- 
{red, that you will not © grunt, 
his communication, 
own rightand intereſt in n chem, 
to others. 
| - For the Aunhes; hee needs 
not my Candle to light hisSun, | 
nor my Pen to make new #m- 
econ of honour and fove inn 
| yourhearts, whohave ſo fully 
| known his Doctrine , _— 
» of| |} | 
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| Dedica'ory. 
of Life, Purpoſe, Faith, Long-| 
ſuffering , Charity, Patience, 
Humilicy, &-o 0971000 
T nay fay of this poſthume 
Birth, that the Arithor died, as 
Rarhil, m travell with it ;and it 
may well be called Benjamin , 
'the ſon of his Righe hand: 
whilſt he was a carryingof you 
| |upintothe Mount,coſhew you 
theland of Promiſe, God took 
| |him; and by Inviſible meſſen-' 
pers, caried him to the fruition 
of Eternall Bleffednefle': he 1s 
| taken out of your ſight, and if 
you deſire to finde hiny, you 
| muſt aſpire unto the heavenly 
| Paradiſe, by walking in that 
tract which he hath in his Do- 
&rine here chalked out unto 
you; 
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Eg you; pry in thoſe ſteps of his 
eligious and zealous con verla- 
= which he hath walked | in 
before YOU. 

fp Bur leſt yon ſhould lettheſe 
things flip; this beoke: may be| | 
' your continuall Remembrancer, 
in. this, hee! being dead, yet| 
ſpeaketh., But his? labour /wull | | 
be loſt , and my ' nndertaking 
truitleſſe; except yoube pleaſed | 
to make the prattiſe' of theſe | | 
things your R590 and the me- 
ditation/of: tem Fa Recrea- 
tion,- - -/ F 
\ Here you may ſe wherein 
true -happineſle doth -confilt ; 
the right placing or miſplacing! 
of happineſſeis the Ruder of a, 
mans lite, the fountaine &. his «1 
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well or 111 doing ; according to 
which , men take their marks, 
andſhootrightorvrong, inall 
the actions of their lives : you 
will be miſtaken, 1f you ſeek it 
in theſe outward things.1t 15 0n- 
ly to be found in Cod; there 1s 
[noother independant good,ne1- 
ther 1s there any other good 
'that can be communicated toall 
'theheirs of BleGing, but only 


Crod; that which all muſt poſ 

ſefle, and that together, muſt 
needs be ſome infinite thing, It 
will then be worth your while, | 
tocall off your affetions from! 
theworld, and to abate of your 
eager purſuut after the things of 


' this life : youare not made for 
Riches, but they are made for' 
| (A) you: 
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| Tbe E -piſile 


50u : the Bee will forſake the 
Flower that yeelds her no Ho- 
ny; the fruit that the Workd 
affords you, 1s but like that 
[which grows upon the banks of 
L-© the dead SCa, a Fir apple which 
| under a red fide, contains no-| 
-|thing but duſt : 1t will beyour 
wiſdom, not to cumber your | 
ſelves about many things.,when 


| 
onething is needfull : the ſay-| | 
: 


ing of the Roman Generall to 
the ſouldier that kept the tents, 
when he ſhould have bin fight- 
mgin thefield, Non «4 mo ni- 
mum dloentes, will be-uſed of: | 
God, if when he cals us to ſeek 
after true Happinefle, yet vve 
| buſie our ſelves onely about 


| —_ of -an inferiour Alloy; 
Li God 
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God will not like fich buſie-, | 
bodies : our chiefelt care and | 
pains ſhould bebeſtowed,in the 
attaining of that which is our 
chiefeſt Happineſſe; 1t you be 
{induſtrious 1n this, your labour 
| {will not be in vain: you muſt 
think of Religion as of trading}, 
which will bring no gain , un- 
leſſe diligently tollovved and 
practiſed : Ariſe therfore, and 
be doing, andthe Lord will ve 
| |wathyou. 
Give me-leave;to tell you, 
firſt, that God hath done much 
for you, exalted you to heaven, 
in regard -of the means : It 1 
m=_ ya m_— _ ſeen wor- 
ian Done i 10 their 
7 ay Sg Toy death 
CAz) extin- 
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extinguiſhed ; and yet. your! 


ly lamented, than in a good 
| meaſure graciouſly ſupplied; 
the cauſes of your hopeand joy, 
have been in a good proportion 
equivalent to your grief and 
lofle. 

Secondly, G O D looks for! 
much from you; viz. anadorn- 


worthy of it, in a holy, fruit- 
| full and obedient conver ſation : 
| fuch favours beſtowed, muſt 
[needs raiſe great expectations; 
and this expe *ctation fruftrated, 
doubles he judgment. But! I 
Hope berter things of you, and 
ſuch asaccompany fal vatiori.””- 
You did'n recervethe Aathor 
with] 


ing of the Croſpel, and walking 


lofle hath not been more bitter-. 
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Dedicatory. 


with ſo much love and honour, 
as that you cannot but counte- | 
nance this Poſthume Birth, 
which was firſt conceived, and 
brought forth for you ; & your 
ſelves being witneſſes, contains 
no other things, than what you 
have heard and learnt : and fo, 
though others ſhould deny tt, 
yet you muſt giveuntoit, Har- 
| bour and Intertainment. Ther- 
fore I have, in the name of! 
[the Widow of the Reverend 
Author, intitled you unto it. If, 
it ſhall be approved uſefull to 
the Church, trutfull to you, & | 
beneficial toany,lI ſhall rejoyce; 
my prayers ſhal be for their ſuc- 


 [ceſſe, and for your happinefle. 


Yours, in the ſervice of your Faith, 


eA.B 


XUM 


CHEESE 


— —_— — "2 i — —O— — - 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Cunrisrlan Runape, 
Ceept, Ipray thee, from the bands of one of the 


meaneſt of the ſons of the Propbets , this inſic« 
ing Treatiſe, I know git mig have been term 
dered wnto bee, by the bands of ſome more 
eminenth learned, and better kytorn in the 
Charch, on whoſe Jugs thou mighteff more ſafely bave | 
repoſed thy ſelf; yet well knowing the worth of it to be ſuch, as | 
that is will diſcover it ſelf, Trather chooſe to let my meanneſſe 
appear, than net to performs the debt T ove to the memory of the | 
Reverend Autber, I. am net ignorant, that this undertaking | 
of mine, together with eÞe Sermons themſelves, will be expwſed | 
' to many cenſures ; ſome there are, whom no Sermon pleaſaeh, 
longer than it 4 in bearing, or otherwiſe than it 19 extant 
tn their own broken notes : but theſe forget, that reſpe(t ſhould | 
be bad unto the prblike good ; there are many prec ious labour; 
of godly men, that are not fit to vaniſh into the air,or tobe 
buried mn obſcurity, Others take offence at the imperfection of 
tbem, becauſe not left written by the Author, butt onely taken 
; from hu mouth ; I confeſſe, if the Author bad ES them 
bimſclf,tbey would bave come forth more refined, and better di- 
geſted thin now they do; yet the good they may thus do, prevails 
move for the ſendin 8 of them forth, than ſome imperfections 
(that uſually accompany the taking of other mens Sermons ) 
m.1y do to fog pie ſe them. If my judgment fail me not gbere 3s fo 
much compleatne ſſe in them, 4s that though the Author might 
bawe-mttered Plara, more in lines ; yet be conld not bave ſaid 


| Plus, more in ſubſtance and ith to any point that be batb 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
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bandled, Otherr will except againſt then, and accuſe them 
# Lacilins did the writings Fein Papyrias, becauſe 
| they are ſo plain to ſuch Tſb:l, in the bobalfof the Author, | 
' borrow that Apologie that Seneca made for bim, Mores ego | 
| non yerba compoſui, & animis predicari, non auribus : | 
 Epiſt. 100, They are tadeed ſo pliin, of that the ſimple may 
| underſtznd theme, and ye not ſo unpeliſbed, as that the friend. 
ly, and judic iouſly curious may ſcorn thens ; what u bere pre« 
ſented to thee, expreſſed in the Authors own wards (with 
out adding to them,or detrating from theme) well as it contd 
be taken from bie month ; it #« _—_— by, and empared 
with the exatt:ſt copies that could be getten . T be methodical 
Analyſur, prefixed before the Sermons, was left nader the Au- 
thor own band, « it is here tendred nnto thee : though be did | F 
for the moſt part write all in Litine, yet this Analyſer wor 
left in Engliſh, which you bave inſerted in the Moargent, 
anſwerable to the ſeverall particulars treated m, 
Let nut any prejudice foreſtall thee ; Iſbell mely ſay ume 

thee, as Philip to Narhagic » Come and ſee, reade and ronſin 
der, and the Lord give thee underſtanding in «ll things, 
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The ANALYSIS 
| Of the Chapter , and of the Obſctryations, as it 


was made by the Author, and left unger, 
his. own band , for the help - 


— — —— — — 


1. Analyſis. 
1 Generall. 


g [ Of. the Epi 
2 Of Ka 3-4-5 


| 1 Entrance, 


: Saluration, verſ.2, 


C1 ton proved by 


IF 
* 1 Deſire to ſee him, 
[3 Grounded ; approved 


z Reaſon, 7, 


Art 
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1 Prayer for ng! 


of memory. 
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x Perſons 


EF: $s Paſows of 


| 2 Subſtatiiatits 


2 TINOT NT; 1, 13; 


CRE 


2 Time, " RA 


2 IntroduCion, contains his "1 


Night an 
Nee Wy, 

ichchank(giving. 
\kombis 


I Tender love to Pawl; tears, 4. 
» True faith ro Gag, 5, I Lipeall, 2 Cordiall, 
3 Growing; improved, to impart by writing 
J; Scope, Sum, 6. Stir up grace. 
Given for courage. 
2 Continuation; where a double 


£ To T imethy, 
2. By Pard. 


| 


| 
2 T7 
| 
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*Þ The Analyſis. | 
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C1. Admonicien. Be thou #1 Afhamed of 


pp 


« Negarive; 8.prefed from 1 Teſtimony. | 

| | | © Nature oFGolpely 9,10 Þ Mee. | 
4 2} Condition of Paw!; his { 2 Afraid, 

> Cauſe of ſuffering, 11, 12. | 

2 Confidence, 12, | 

2 Affirmative, x Hold, 13. 2 Keep, 14. | 

2 Provocation, fromexample of | 

1 Inconſtant Deſercers, 15. 

| 

| 


2 Conftant Adhzrers, propounded wich Prayer, Praiſcs. | 
1 Firſt | 

I Prays mercic to houſhold, 16, 

2 Praiſcs, 1 Charity, 2 Conftancie, 3 Zeal, 16, 17. 2 
2 Sccond, 18, : 


, 1 Prays mercie to ſoul. 
> Speciall, 2 Praiſes ancient kindnefle. 


— — — — > A —— 


; 

| 

2 Obſervation. It © a matter of great conſequence , for al, to have and | 
keep a form of ſound and wholſome words in the grounds of Religion, a 

# ſacred depoſitum, and rich treaſure, | 


x Explication. 1 Propoſition, 
"1 Objca, in 
"1 Generall. 
t Words; 1 Subſtanceof marter. 
2 Wholſfome, for [ 1 Truth, 
3 Form; | 3, Ute. 
| ''2 Formof words, 
31 Matter intirely colle&ted, | 
| 2 Method aptly digeſted. 
[2 Speciall, 9 


| 1 Divine, 1 Summe, Chriſt. 
| 2 Fundamenrall. ? 2 Parts. 
Fc Faith apprehenſive, ; 
| 22 Love ave. | 


YIIM 


XUM 


| 


-—— —— 


| 2 .—_ 
| 1 £209 be chewf?! Princed, 
1 Copy ofthem, 
+ Originall laid up in reafure of 


1M 
» Un anding. 
| 3 Aﬀection. 
2 veto, keep them. 
I Parronke, wich 
1 Abilicy, _— 
| 2 Authoriry, Cou m_ 
2 Praftiſe, fnco hs 2 Foul Ily,2 Conſtanaly. 
antin 
3 Propagate, ſeriouſly by33 We, 
x Sacred depofirum, 
p Manner z as a3 Choice treaſure, Kaalw. 
4 Perſons. 


I Paul, 
Þ+ Tim. 
1 AllcheE =_ 


2 Proof. _ Examples, þ Hebrews 6. 
{2 Scripture, = Roms, 12, " 


1 Neceſlicy./ 2 Tim, 2, 15; 


L: Reba 3, Urilirty 13 1 Pet, 3,15, 


4 Ron, 6. 17, 
1 Band of Unity, Verity, 
2 Bar againſt H Controverſies. 
3 Key of Underſt g. 


4 Lock of Memory. 
5 Helpof Uk, roFx Profit byethers. 
4 2 Profit others. 
2 Application, 
I / pn; 
a3 


cr Perſons, with other; 
1 
b-9 3 Publick 


1 Creeds, 
- 2 Confeſſions. 


2 Private writings for 


3 Reaſon, 


1 Fidelity. 
bo Zeal. 


3 Wiſdom. 


| 3 Exhortation to 


? 


2 Particular, 

I Generals. 

1 Promiſe nothing. . 
I Perfe&; for bath © 


I Marr. 


2 Pleaſanr. 
i 


chef 
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"Ba Juſtibcarion of of obſervertpf this Riſe, :'- 
+. 4a 
2 Manner whey T imothy, 


# RE 54 P Care; provide for 


2 Conrany ler ir be 


; Y; Ee 
| | —__ he: 
| | 3 Chriſtians 'Þ x ed ury, 
| 


ook qt I Hiſtorical! 


3 Church, 


C1 Unleirfied cattchitts. 
"22 Leathed bodies. 


| | I P-rfdiouſuelle, 
2 Reprdibafi6n of CY Nepti FEe: 


3 Folly 
C1 Learners. 


2 Yo may 
3 Togo 


2 Teachcrs, 


2 Dog Apr ths. 


Fear not FF; 


Fi -=1 


| 
| | ts Method; but in a way - Diſerene. 


; 5 Comprehenſive, 
1 3 Particular cf Divinity; } 1 Too Scholafticall. 
2 Comprehended already. 


God, ! 


—_ 
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. 1. c 1 Inſtruftion; 4 Truths; 2 Errors; 3 Do&tr; 
Y Specials, { ' es > Whole work. 


2 A point, a day. 
WON SAS 


| Hr 
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An exact Syſteme of Divinity, 
PRESENTING 


t A Porchor Froncilpice,premifing four 


generall heads or ticles, concerning 
1 The mark and ſcope which we muſty x Happineſſe, 
e,and aim at ; namCly, the true [on Religion, 
2 The line, by which wemuſt leyell Church 
| at that mark, viz, the right know. (3 Ce 
ledes of the 4 Scriprure, 
2 The fabrick or edifice ir ſelf, prefent- 


ing maters of 


1 Faith, ro be known and beleeved, 
[1 Generall, concerning 
"1 God, his { 1 Internall narute,as hel'5 Lniry of effence, 

| | [ wy ode the 6 Trinity of perſons. 
| 2 Externa ations { 

4 as he hah mand S IE . 
*Y himſelt by __ . 
| 2 Man in ſpecie, and the reaſonable 
| creature in gexere , Vvhere ſome 
. things 


a 3 I Funda- , 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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Go 


$ 
| being only the wiſc-good-plealure 


—__ — 


The Analyſis, 
"1 Fundamentally to be premilcd, 


concerning 


x The ſubje& capable of happines, 39 Angels, good, cvill, 
212, the reaſonable creature, 10 Man;Immor:{0u:conſc: 


' 2 The groundandrule of all pro- 


” 


it Covenant, Seals. 


ceffe wich him rowards happincs, 
12 Law, SanQions, 


of appvinrin 
2 Formally "a cx ry Hu- 

mane ations, whercof the 

1 Roots and principles , from? 1 3 Free-will; afts,habits, 
[ whence they ariſe as p iſſucs 14 Grace, 

2 Branches and kindes, dividin x5 Sins; view. 
| themſelves, and ifluing from thels _ 


roors 


2 Particular, in refpc& of the divers 


Ln States of Man, differing in the 


Works or Grace, the ſtate of 13 Fall andcorrouprion, 
42 The formof Adminiſtration on- 
| PE and diſpenſation of circum-( 19 Old Teſtament. 
{ ſtances before and after Chriſt,the ( 20 New Teſtamenc. 
C Farcof rhe 
2 Atts of Gods perfe&tingour falya- 
tion by degrees, and tranſlating us 
C from the ſtate of 
'1 Sinto grace, "oi ſteps and adts, 
1 Fun preparing ir for } 21 Predeſtinat: Reprobat: 
; us by purpoſe and purchaſe, Redempr: Incarnaris, 


2Formal coveying irto thoſe who 2 , . 
3 Vocation cffe&aall. 
[ 2 Oy in che former, by 623 Juſtification aftuall. 


4. Inchoate blot in a ſweer taſte, 225 S3Aificatio, Privileges, 
conrinuall and all, by $22 Gubernartio —_— 

2 Colammart in t eb dra draught, {27 RefurreRis, ,Ju 
perk-&ed in rhe life ro come, by.J 28 Glorificat: Co 


16 Good works; vertues, 


"3 Subſtance of , the Covenant of? 17 Tnnocencieby Creatis, 


2 mr: 


. 
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2 Life, ro be done and praiſed, which 


may be ro 


4. ſtrength of grace and vertne, more 
{1 Generall; and theſs cicher more 


1 Pri 
[ reAing in duty to God and Man, 
| gecondary and concommirant , 


under which I comprize the ver 
tues 


2 Speciall, regulating our lives, in 
FEY ſeverall ; 


"1 Parts and conditions ; 
P 1 Parts, reaching how to govern 
E aright both our 
2 Conditions, ordering and di- 
| | re&ing us according ro our [o- 
| | verall, both 
2 Starcy and relations, wherher 
| more 
1 Private, in a fingle or ſociable 
life, alone or in company, 
2 Publick, as vve are parts or 
. embers of a Church or Com- 
» . 
C2 Helps to be u in regard of our 
h yo xoractien, Rp 
2 Princi ick;rhe uſe 0 
[ Means indirured by God, for 


our continuall reparation and 

J improvemen 

} | 2 Times conſtituted by God, for 
our effe&uall renovation and 

| 


L [ which are cicher 


t, 


more 


reduced 
{1 Duties to be performed by the 


and predominant”, di- 


_ inforcemen | 
2 Addicionall, private exerciſes, , ,. : 


4.29 Ln | 
39 Philadclphical!, | 
-31 Cardinall, 
32 Circumſtantiall. 


233 Hearts and affsftions. 
34 Words wad ations, 

35 Sex and age. 
\ 36 State and condition. | 


þ3 Ethical], 
3s Occonomicall. 
39 Ecclefiaſticall.. 
40 Policicall. 


41 Word of God,hearing. 
42 Sacraments, receiving. 
43 Sabbath. - 

44 Faſting. 


I” þ 4 Cons. 


The Analyſis. $. 


I Commolnire and \ooking Mat 
more immediarly toward : [EL k rare 
. and heaven, , 


2 Aﬀive, improving our cons , | 
| verſe with men in the world, i þ4 Re IR. | 


| our holy cariage ,inovur | 
2 Parcicular condition, as We are | 
! cither | 
C1 Travsllers itinerant, it 

{ r Strangers yer,& aliens.ro bring 2 49 Ingres, Examination, 
] | us into God, and force our (Reſolution, 


[1 Domefticks and children , Wer Aggreſſe, holy Li, 
(Death. | 


| build us up in God, and fur 
ther our 
2  Souldiers gan RY ore 5 
Strengthen our W e 112 51 Congrelle, Spiritua 
y the , ba $ pA arfare. 
uicken our dulnefſc in our £52 Progrefle, with profi- 
"dal (cience to perſeverance. | 


| 

b ' 

| | | 
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The forme of wholſome /ords, 
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AnlntroduQtion to the body of Divimity, 


In Three Sermons, 


- 
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2. TiMOTHY,I,13,14. VsRr. 


Hold faſt the form of ſound mords, which then haſt 
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Chrift 


Jz 5U s. 


£ 


by the holy G 


| That good _—_— mas committed ts thee, heep, 


ft nhich dwelleth in w, 


Have hitherto treated on "20 
rall Texts of Scripture, in-ſeve- 
rall Arguments; which I con- 
ceive will be uſefuli , having 
Fa dependance one upon another, 
My purpoſe (as | partly intimated formerly) 


iS hereafter , to <reat upon Arguments that 
s P ſhall 


2 | The formeof wholſome Words, or an F"] 
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' ſhall hold a connexion ther; to deli 
according to the words of the Text, and to 
| my owÞ intention, a form of ſound words ; eyen 
; the body of Divinity :..and I ſhall chuſe out 
' ſeverall Texts of Scripture for the ſeverall 
| heads, and have now made choice of this 
| Text of Scripture, t6 make cntrance to the 


| Diſcourſe; which contains an 7njun#ion and | 
 Exhortation, from Paul to Timethy, to take care | 
of that; that he keep, or hold faſt a form of ſo1nd, 
| or wholſome words. | 

| Before I enter into the particulars, I ſhall a 
little acquaint you with the generallz both 


what concerns 
; 1. The nhole Epiſlle, = 0 


and | 
| 2, Thus Chapter : | 
| | 
And {o procced to one main obſervation out 
of the words, paiſing by nouy others which 


would offer themſclves,but different from the 


ſcope which I drive at. ; 
{ 2, To ſay buta word concerning the Epiſtle 
in generall, you may conſider both 

3 I, The materiel circumſtances of it, 


2. Thc ſubRlantiall ſcope andarift of it, 


I. The materiall circumflances are ſuch as 
concern both 
1. The perſons, 


= The time, 
1, Con- 
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|  Introduftion tothe body of Divinity, | 3 | 
x. Concerning the perſons: in one word, , 
it is an Epiſtle, written by P4»/ the Apoſtle, to 
Timothy an Evangelifs, as moſt Divines con- 
CCIVE. 

2. For the materiall circumſtances, which | 
concerne the time: in one word alſo, the | 
time was 

I. During the bands of Paul, while he was a 
priſoner for the Goſpels ſake; and inthatre- 
ſpect to be had in precious account, and ſo 
much the rather, | 

2. Becauſc it was not long before his deſolution: 
which he forctels in this Epiſtle, which ſeem-| 
cth to be (as it were) the laſt words, the laſt 
DiQates of a dying man, yea a dying Mattyr. 

2. The ſubſtantial! ſcope and dritr of it, was 
to quicken, and ſtrengthen Timothy, in the faith- 
full diſcharge of his Evangelicall Miniſtery, 
againſt all diſcouragements and hinderances | 
that might any way abate his edge, and take 
oft his vigour ig it; as you may cafaly ſee inthe 
| whole courſe of the Epiſtle. 

2. But to paſſe by all other things, and only 
to give a generall draught, and delineation of 
this Chapter,to make way to the words wher- 

| on | intend to ſtand. E-3 

There be two things which are mainly and | 
principally contained in this Chapter. | 

1. We have the firſt entrance into the Epiſtle. 

2. The continuation, or ſome part of the pro- 
ſccution of the drift and ſcope of it. = 

B 2 1. 1n 
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See. I, | 1- In the entrance (to omit the ſa/u#arion, 
verſ. r, 2. which is ordinary in all the Epiſtles 
| of Paw/, and therefore I forbear to ſpeak any 
thing of it.) 

| 2. The IntrroduB8ion, by which the Apoſtle 
| fals upon his ſcope, and upon his work that he 
| hath to do with Timothy in this Epiſtle; it con- 
| | tains a ſweet expreſſion of the tender love and 
| 

} 


affection which Pau/ beareth to 7 imothy; and 
this he ſheweth 


2. To be ane{{grounded love, 
3- Tobe arcrowing and continuing love, 


[ 
| » To be a great love. 
| 


Theſe three circumſtances are ſpecially ob- | 
| ſervable : 

He proveth, that it is great; and though it | 
be great, | 

He approves it to be well grounded. 

And in the laſt place, he doth improve it, 
| and makes uſe of this love, to ſtir up 7 imothy to 
an improvement in all picty. 

1. The greatneſle of the Apoſtles love is 
expreſſed, and proved, and demonſtratcd by a 
double fruit of it. 

1. We have one fruit of this excellent love 
of Panl to Tirwthy, in the third verſe, immed1- 
ately after the ſalutation contained in the two 
former: andit is «nearneft prayer for the good 
| of Timothy, remaembring of him in his abſence; | 

| though, 
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though he wetediſtane far.in place and perſon, 
yet there was a ſoder that held him to Timorhy, 
| that joyncd him to Timerby, and made himto 
' preſent himto God in his prayers continually: 
1t you will ceade the vere, pou have it very 
| emphatically expreſſed in three very choice 
' Circumſtances; 4 thank Gad, whom I ſerve from 
; mine Elders, with pure conſcience, that nithout 
| ceafing , 1 have remembrance of thee inmy prayers, 
night and day. | 
| 1. He praycth for him vight and day, jn the 
| latter end of the verle. 
| 2+: Night and day, without ceaſirg, without 
| interruption or intermiſſion : and the doth ir 
with ſo much ſtrength, and tenderneſle of at- 
| fetion}, ( as Chryſottom upon that place ob- 
ſerves) wp; it isa very hyperbolicall love 
which the Apoſtle ſheweth to Timothy ; in that 


, 
[ 
| 


he doth bleſe God that he prayed for him} 1 thank 


SER. I. 


| God: and he bleſſeth God, which is an Argu- | 


' ment of very ſwect love, and tender affetion 
. of his heart, working towards the good of 
| Timothy, xemembring him continually-in bis 
prayers. 
2. There is a ſecond fruit of this love by 
which the Apoſtle demonſtrares the greatneſs 
' of his love; and that is in the fourth. verſe, 
| Defring to ſee thee ; there is a ſtrong attractive 
between, Chriſtian and Chriſtian, that do 
know one another, that draweth them ſtrong- 


| ly together, and prevailcth againſt all _— 
B 3 © 
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| of place; ſo as they do not only-remember, 
but they do make out rowards the injoytaear 
one of anothers company : and this Fau/ de- 
monſtratcs to 7imethy, and it is exprefſed em-. 
phatically, as though much of Paws comfart, 
and much of thc happineſlc and ſweetneſle of | 
|his life, did depepd on the injoyment of Ti- | 
mothy, that 1 may be filled with joy : as if he ſhould | 
ſay, he ſhould be full of joy in his preſence: | 
and this is the firſt circumſtance ,- viz. the | 
| reatneſle of his love,expreſled by his prayers | 
Þr him, and his deſire to ſce him. | 
2, But then ſecondly, this is not an inordi- 
nate love, a miſplaced love, or a meet naturall- 
and carnall affeRion that 2av/ had to Timorhy; | 
but ir is a ſpirituall, and ſubordinate love, | 
which is grounded uporr very great reaſon, 
which is Cas you know ) the other. circum- | 
ſtance: now this he approves to be a-well | 
grounded love, which he bears towards Timo- 
thy, from a double confidetation : 
| 1. Firſt, his tender fove ro Paul,cxprefled in his 
| tears,v.ge. Magnes amerit 4mor,love is the I9ad- 
| ſtone of love; and therefore he ſaid right, vi 
| amari,ams: the moſt effeuall charm to draw | 
' love is, the ſence and experience of the love of 
| an other towards us: He is of a very barbarous 
| ſpirit that will not reciprocate and anſwer love 
with love : and thus the Apoſtle intimates as 
the firſtground of his love, the tender love, | 
and tender affection of Timothy towards my 
an 


—_— mt. — — --- 


© — 


XUM 


ImroduStion tothe body of Divinity. 


' and thereforeiF.itwere for nothing elſe, but | 


for his love towards him , he loves him and 


' that is intimated in the'4 verſe remembring thy | 


tears: [refer it for the preſemt(andſol conceive | 


it very reaſonable) to the laſt parting of Paul 
| and Timothy, now ta thoſe that arc united to- 
| gether in ſtrong affeion it is deathly to. part ; 
' Iris like a Child char is to part with the nurſes 


| breſt and tnuſt be weaned, there jsa great deak | 


of mourning,and pining,and languiſhing away 
to think that he muſt bee weaned from his 
| breaſt, from whence he hath ſucked. ſa much 
{weetneſſe and/nouriſhment > Such an affedion 
there ſeemed to be ftirring in Timothy to- 
wards Paul , at there parting : Now Timothy 
having long injoyed the {weet, and comforta- 
| ble communion of Paul, and the happincfle of 
| his fellowſhip whence he had ſucked fo many 
inſtructions, ſo much edification, ſo much of 
his eſtabliſhment, now upon the apprehenſion 
of parting with hita, he apprehends he mult be 
robbed of all this ; the thought of this like a 
{ child made him breake forth into teares: fo 
that is the firſt ground of Pauls love to Timo- 
thy : Timothyes love to him. | 
2 His true faith to Gad which was lineal, Cordiall; 
this is another ground, which the Apoſtle 
_ |produceth to prove the _ —_ his 
ove, and that was Timothyes deſert , having, 
that which was-worthy to be beloved. There 


| be two things fay the Philoſophers that = 
the | 
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S £ r, I. the fountaines of love ; A manloves 
Ae no Wor, 
| ciher} or 
Shs 70 amy. 

i. Ee. cither becauſe the thing is his own ; or 
elſe becauſe the thing is worthy to be- be- 
| loved: a man loves his child,thouzh it be not 

ſo faire,or 10 witty;or 10 commendable as ma- 
| ny others are, yet he loves it , becaulc it is his 
owne ; and thole that arc our owne, that arc 
made ours, are alſo made love worthy , for : 
that is a good ground of love Meri is, : 
But yet the higheſt ground of love; is # 73 | 
«zazvror. 1, C. worthines of love; and this ground | 
of Timothycs worthineſſe, as the ground of 
Pauls love, the Apoſtle mentions in the 5 verl. 
you ſhall find it - fully cxprefled : When / 
call to remersbrance the unfuined faith that i in 
thee, which dwelt firſt in thy granmother Lois &c, 
| The lineall and cordiall pietic of Me 
piety of Timothy which Parfl knew, and was 
| perſwaded of, and had experience of, was the 
| great bond thatryed the heart of Paul ro Ti- 
| mothy: and that is ſo much the more commen- | 
dable becauſe it was piety laid in the right | 
line; he was deſcended from a pious family, | 
trom pious parents ; he mentions his: mo: her | 
and his grandmother, which is a circumſtance 
that addes ſome beauty , ſome gloſſe: it is a 
{weet thing; to ſce the childien, and grand- 


children of th&ſe that have been in covenant 
| with | 


VII 
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with God, of thoſe that have feared God, ro 
ſee them tread in their parents ſteps, to conti- 
nuec their picty , that it doth not fall to the 
ground ; but to perpetuate it, and carry it to 
another generation ; it is a-thing that much 


| commends, itisa very great ſhame-when it is 


notſo, anda very ſweet thing when itis ſo: 
froma Godly family and himſelf not ſo: there- 


mrnes 1, C. of ſincere faith, of which he was per- 
{waded notonly inreſpeRof his relation to 


the religious family of which he was ; but for 


the grace which was in himſclife:: being ſſwred 
that it dweAed in him alſo which is the ſecond cir- 
cumſtance, it was a great love, and a well 
grounded love: It was a continuing , or rather 
« growing teve: and therefore the Apoſtle infers 
upon thisthing, this very love of his towards 
Timothy was the ground of his writing to him; 
and therefore what ever came from himnow, 
it ariſed from his love,andwasafruit of:it, and 
therefore might make it. mote welcome, and 
acceptable to him, and conſiderable by him, 


is expreſſed, (3; | 
1. The whole: ſgope of Paul in this Epiſtle : 
and the ſume of it, wrote to him for this pur- 


poſc,out of his love : knowing his Godlineflc 
& piety, he takes occaſion to build him up,and | 


| incourage him more aad more in it, and there- 
C _ fore 


A Es 


But all this were nothing,it he were deſcended | 


fore the Apoſtle commends him to be «»mygir: | 


to whom it was Written : and in that particular | 


| 
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fore to pur bim in-remembrance that he flir up the 
gift of God that mas inhimyeric 6 : 

2. The reaſon of it inthe 7 v. becauſe that he 
had not received rhe Spirit of fear, but the ſpi- | 
rit of love, & power: It was given him for that 
purpoſe to ſtirre it up ; God beflones no grace up. 
on any that it ſhould lye onely ſiceping in the aſhes : 
that be ſhould ſuffer it to be ſtifled , but all graces 
are given as tallents, to be imployed ; and ſet awoyhe 
for our Maſters advantave © Burl feare this is a 
little tofarre off, and therefore I paſſe it. Thus 
farre we have the entrance into the Epiſtle : 
wherein the Apoſtle Paul layeth his foundari- 
on of his diſcourſe upon his love, to make all 
that ever he ſhould write to be more effeuall 
with Timothy, that it might work more upon 


2. The reſt now is the continuation of the 
materiallpeſrages of the Epiftle, and I will go no 
furtherinit, then it reacheth in this chapter : 
and in it, the remainder of it, hath theſe two 
things done by the Apoltle. . 

1. We havefirſt of all a double admoxition gi- 
vento Timothy. 

2. A dauble provocation for the receiving and 
praQtiling of this admonition. 

There is a Couble admonition. 


1. A Negative 6 it 
49 — Feirmatines A®onition. | 
The Negative Admonition is expreſſed in the | 


8 verſe, and there be ſome particulars in the | 


Admonition 
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| Admonition it ſelf, belides the proſecution, ; $ g &, I, | 
| which I will but touch. | | | 
The ſum 'of the Admonition licth in two | | 
things : | | | 
1. That 7imothy ſhould not be 4ſbamed,cither | 
of the reflimony of the Lord, the witneſle bearing | 
to the truth of the Goſpel ; nor of Paul, thar | | 
' was a priſoner for this: the bands of Paw/ſhould | 
' not make Timothy to bluſh, or be'aſhamed ; bur | 


| rather that he ſhould compoſe himſelf, and 
' not be unwilling to ſuffer with P4%/, and ſuffer 
with the Goſpel, yea to ſhare with him in bis | 
ſufferings. That is the ſum of the Admonition, 
and there be three branches of it, 

1. That he-ſhould not be 4bamed of the tefti- 
mony given to the Lord, to the truth, to the 
! Goſpel. 
| 2. That heſhould not be aſhamed of it the | 
more, becauſe Paul wasin diſgrace for it, was | 
a priſoner for it, | 

3. And laſtly, that he ſhould take part and | 
ſhare with him, cycn ir his ſufferings z ſhould | 
be partaler of the afj(itions that Paw! vyas in- 
gaged in,for the Goſpels ſake. | 

And as there be theſe three branches of the | 
Exhortation, ſo there be two Arguments | 
which the Apoſtle doth preſſe for the ſeverall 
branches of this duty, proportionable to the 
difficulties of it. 

I. He had no reaſon to beaſhamed of the | 
Goſpel; and the reaſon is expreſſed in the 9| 

; - and ' 
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'Saxm, I, andioverſes. From the condition and nature of | 
| the Goſpel: itis the Goſpel which contains the | 
| treaſures of all truths, prepared long ago, but 
| revealcd to the ſervants of GOD in latter | 
| times; by which we are made partakers of 
| the high, holy, and precious calling, by which 
| 


- 


all good, and all happineſſe-is conveighed 
| UNtO us : and therefore in regard of the nature ' 
| of the Goſpel, lirtle reaſon tor any man, for , 
| | Timothy, to be aſhamed of that, in which he 
 ſhouldglory, and in which was contained all | 
' the happineſle that ever he, or any other was, 
; Or ſhall be made partaker of. 
| 2. Conliderthe condition of Paul ; there was 
[no reaſon that Timorky ſhould be aſhamed of 
' Paul, though he were a priſoner for the Go- 
| ſpel, under a cloud, and under diſgrace for it; | 
| ' that he ſhould not ſhrink from him in that re- | 
| ſpeR, and be loath to own him: and that is 
| expreſſed, 
| 1. If we look upon the cauſe of his ſuffering . 
It is not ſuffering, bur the cauſe of ſuffering, 
| that caſts diſgrace or dirt upon a man, that 
| makes him contemptible, becauſe he ſuffers, 
; as the ſaying of old in this caſe was, Non pens 
| ſed cauſa facit martyrem : nor 'tis not the puniſh- 
' ment , but the cauſe that makes a malcfactour; 
'and ſo makes a man liable to ſhame and re- 
' proach : if a man ſuffer for a good cauſe, it is 
| honerificals, not ſhamefull 2nd reproachfull ; if | 


Paul had ſuffercd as a malefafFour, his friends | 
might 


Ne. 
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their faces, and have counted it as a diſparage- | 
ment unto the family of Pav/, and all his | 
friends and all thoſe that were in relation to | 
him : But to ſuffer in a noble and good cauſe, | 
not as a malefator but as a martyr, for the | 
Goſpels ſake , there was no reaton that any 
followers of his ſhould be aſhamed of him; 
and the Apoſtle exprefleth that in the 11 and | 
12 verſes: of which 1 am made 4 preacher, and A- | 
peſtle and teacher of the Gentiles; For the which | 
| cauſe 1 alſo ſuffer theſe things, but 1 am net aſhamed | 
&c.aSif he ſhould ſay there is nothing can be | 
caſtin my teeth , and however I be under a | 
cloud and in diſgrace, yet there is nothing can | 
be laid againſt me, but that I have brought this | 
upon my ſelte, by CE_Y my office faith- | 
fully, which is ſo far from being deſpicable | 
that it is honorable. | 
2. As his cauſe was good ſo was his confi- | 
dence,this-is the other branchot the incourage- | 
menR not only not to be aſhamed, but even to 
be willing to ſuffer for the Goſpel, and to take 
ſhaze and part with himin it, and this the A- 
poſtle expreſſeth inthe 12 verle, as his cauſe 
was good., ſo his carriage andconfidence, his 
owne temper and diſpoſition 1n his ſuffering | 
was ſuch, as that no man that well conlidered-| 
it, had reaſon to be aſhamed ; / am not aſhamed 
my ſelf, and indeed, why ſhould any man be 


C's of 


might have hang'd down their heads, and hid - $a >, "Y 
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of which he rather hath cauſe to glory, than 
be aſhamed. Nay he addes, / am perſmaded, | 
and beleeve that he (viz, God) ts able ro kerp thas | 
which Ihave committed tohim, (that was his ſoul, 
' though it is not expreſſed, yet it is ſuppoſed, 
' intimating his belief, that God would keep | 
his depoſitum, his ſoul, which he had cgmmit- 

ted to him) againft that day: now in ſuch a caſe | 
as this (as the ſaying was) 1t is 4 wrong 18 4 may - 
ryr, ropity him, or comeep for him, (1 will not ſay, 

as ſome adde) ro pray for him, Itis a wrong to| |} | 
a martyr, to be aſhamed of him, or to mourn | | 
tor him, cſpecially when the martyr himſelf \f 
is couragious, and glorious in his cauſe, and [ 
God hath ſo mightily ſupported his ſpirits, | : 
and ſet them ſo high, that he can fecl nothing, | | 
but bear all cafily : I ſay, when God hath cx- | I | 
alted his ſpirits, and elevated them thus, it is | [ 
an incongruous thing for others to be caſt 
' down, there is no congruity 1N it. 
And this is the firſt of that double precept | 

of Paul, verſe 2 the Negative precept,whercin E 
he commandeth Timothy not to be aſhamed, I (1 
which the Apoſtle propounds in the firſt] Þ} |1 
place, leaſt that ſhould bea rub in the way; F 
[ 
( 
[ 
\ 
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leaſtthe conſideration that he was in priſon, 
in diſgrace, in bonds and aftflictions, might 
make Timothy cold, and fſhriak away from 
him. | ; 
2. Headdes another to that, and thatis an þ 


Affirmative one in the verſes which I have 
read, 
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in verſe 13,and Feepinthe 14 verſe. 


Ina generality only I ſhall expreſſe thoſe | 


[things now ( and reſerve particularity till I 
| came to my point) But nowin the generality, j 
| cither of them both theſe three things are 0b- 
lſervable. 

| I. There is the 44 that is injoyned in one: 
, verſe, holdfaft, inthe other beep * the ſame pro- | 
' perly,though expreſled variouſly, | 
| 2. There istheobjeSexpreſiedin one verl,s 
form of nhalſame words , expreſled in the other 
that good depolitum, or ther worthy thing which 

' was committed to thee ; which was the very | 
| fame thing, that ſame form of wholſome 
| Words, which was depoſited unto him. 

' 3. And thereis the manner of performance 
| of both theſe; inthe former intimated , hold 


faſt in faith and love , which is in Chriſt leſus, 
though I confeſſe and ſhall touch afterward, | 
that it may admit of another interpretation, | 
and that in a very good ſence, yer I thinke that | 
is part of the Apoſtles meaning, to expreſle the | 
' manner, how he ſhould hold faſt a form of 
found and wholſome Words verſe 2 in faich, 
and leve which is in Chrifs leſus : they are the two-| 
hold fafts) andthe latter is expreſied, burmore | 


' deeper, and froma higher ground and ſtron- | 


er head, and that is by the ſpirit of God which ' 
welleth in w; he muſt keep thoſe things that | 


were committed to him by the ſpirit of God - 
and 


read, and this precept too is double : hold faft, |S: &. 1 


| 
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Sznm. I. and indecd that is the ſpring and root: our 
| grace doth immediatly lay faſt hold oa theſe 
| things that are committed to us from the word 
| of God) but it is the ſpirit of God that breaths 
{in us that grace whereby we lay hold, and 
| which ſupports us, and enables us continually; | 
and ir muſt be his ſtrength that muſt bs | 

us to hold ſtedfaſt, and conſtant, in any good | 

thing. | 
There remains now but one thing, and ſo 

I ſhall diſmifle the generall delineation of the | 

chapter : you have heard the double Admo- ; 

monition ; there is likewiſc in the latter end of | 
the chapter,from theſe verſes that I have read, | 
tothe end of the chapter, | 

2, A double provocation, by which the | 

Apoſtle Pau/doth labour to prefle and inforce | 

Timothy upon this duty , and both of them ta- | 

| ken from Examples. 


1. Evil Examples, | 
There are and | 
2, Good Examples: 


a * CODED —_—_ — ———_—————— — = DO 
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| By both which the Apoſtle ſpurs Timothy on, 
and proyokes him to this duty, by the indigna- 
tron of the evill, and by the emulation of the 
good, | 
1. Theevill Examples are of inconflant De- 
| ſertors, expreſſed in the 15 verſe, Thou knoweft 
(ſaith Paul) that a4 that are in Aſia,have deſerted 
me;- 
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me; declined me,turned away from me: which 
| is nonew thing for a man that comes to ſuffer 
| for the cauſe of God, though he do it never ſo 
 diſcreetly,though he do it with never ſo much 
| conſtancie , , nay though he do it neyer ſo ho- | 
norifically, for the publike good, and the pub- 
like cauſe: I ſay it is no new thing, to bave 
many turn their backs upon them then, to 
' count a man for a fool, and foto leave him: 
| it was Paws caſe, he did meet with ſuch, «8 


: 


that mere in Alia, turned from him, and forlook 


— 


him : as they that (it may be) cryed/ Hoſanng 
betore, were ready now to cry out; Crucifige, 
crucific him. Now he was under cloud, and 
under a ſtorm, they were afraid of him, and 
now they would not look on him, they ſhrink 
back from him: and the Apoſtle preſlceth this 
conſideration on Timothy, not to diſhearten 
him, or to put him in the ſame courſe, but to 


— 


oblige him ſo much the more to ſtick cloſe to 
him in the cauſe of Chriſt, becauſe of the 
negle of it. There be ſo many that fall off 


| from the ſervants of God, when they are in 


— — 


their afflitions, that thoſe who are lincere, 


; they had need to perform their duty ſo much 


the more cloſely and ſweetly, to keep to 
'them, and recompence all the dilcomtorts, 
and difſcouragements vvhich they do meet 


- | withall , fromfalſe friends, and falſe profet- 


ſours. There is @ great neceſſity , and ſo a 
great obligation licth _ godly perſons 
on 
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'S:xm, 1.' on thoſe that arc truely ſuch , out of 
the confideration of the treachery, and perfi- 
|  diouſneſſe, and cowardiſe of the wicked, ſo 
' much the more to ſhew themſelves, tro-ſtand 
| by, and comfort the Saints of God in their | 
| ſufferings. | 
2. The good examples arc, of conſtant Ad- 
| herers : ms. there is one thing in it, which I | 
| ſhall note by the way; viz. the great difference | 
| of the Apoſtles propounding of the one ex- | 
ample, and of the other ; he propounds the 
| bad example with a mcere bare mention, a/ | 
 bave forſaken me; without any pathon, without 
-any bitter harſhneſle, or railing againſt theſe | 
men, he forbears this, and paſſcth by all thar, | 
and covers it: but he cannot forbear, when he | 
\propoundsthe good exampI&but deth it with 
a great mixture of affection, and iris very cm- 
|-phaticall, home, and full, omitting no circum- 
ſtance that might adde any commendation, or 
ſet any-beauty, or gloſſe upen it. The good 
example is that, though there were many that 
forſaked Paul, deſerted him, even a4 that wye 
in Aſia; yet there was one that durſt own him, | 
when all the reſt left him, and that was One/j- 
phorw: and this example of Oneſiphorws he pro- | 
pounds very emphatically ; 
1. With a mixture of prayers to God for him, | 
| and by way of recompence (as it were) having 
ingaged God to be his pay-maſter. 
2. With a »ixture of praiſe, and commen- 
| | dation, 


ys 


an | 


| Introdu#tion to the body of Divinity, 
dation, in an ingenuous acknowledgment of 
his fidelity and conſtancic,in adhering to him; 
and you may finde this mixture in « double | 
degree: 

I. Inthe firſt place, we have praying for him, 
that God ſhould be mercifull to his houſhold, 
The Lord be merciful to the houſe of Oneſiphorus, in 
the 16 verſe. And with that is, mingled, 

2. The praiſe , and commendation of the 
conſtancie and fidelity of Oneſphorss, in theſe 
| circumſtances : «Fea 
| 1. His charity and wercie to Paulin generall, 

in his conſtancic to him in afflictions, often 
refreſhing him, in {weetning of his ſpirits, and 
cheering him; he did not do it at other times 
onely, but in his bonds, he was not aſhamed of 
| his bonds. | 
2. Nay, morethan ſo, there was yet ſome- 
'thing more in ſpeciall; he did it more tender- 
ly, and cheerfully, yea and more carefully in 
| his bonds, than he did before, when he was at 
liberty, when he was at Rome , (as it is inthe 
' 1% verſe) be ſought him out very diligently; he did 
| not encly when Paul met him, when he did 
' meet him ( as it were) in his diſh, and then 
| him a cold complement, and ſalute him; 
ut whereas he might have declined Paul, he 
ſought him out very diligently , very carefully, 
hazarding and ingaging himſclf in this cauſe 
for the comfort of F «v/. 


2+ Then there is a ſecond ſetting of it out, 
D 2 for 


. 
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SE R. I, forthe Apoſtle could never have done with | 
this : but there is a ſecond mixture in the 18 
verſe. There is again 

1. A repetition of prayer for Oneſiphorws , that 
had ſo carcfully-ſought him out, and never | 
left till he found him ; viz. That the Lord would 
grant unto him, that he might find mercie, when 
he ſought ir, in the moſt needfull time, in the | 
great day, in the day of the LOXD, And| 
withall, 

2. There is again a repetition of praiſe, for 
he cannot take off his hand,cannot ſay enough 
| (as a thankfull ſpirit, and an ingenuous ſpirit 
| will not let fall any good received, nor keep 
back any praiſe that 1s due to it :) and this 
Paul expreſſeth in the very laſt clauſe, and lat- 
| ter part of the verſe; he comes in there with 
a new ſupply of praiſc, What he did, in how many 
{ things he miniſtred to me at Epheſw. thou knowefi 
very nel{; he remembred his ancient kindneſſe, 
| and makes mention of it here to his praiſe. 
And if there were no other thing in the world 
| (though a man had no other reward) it wefe 
| enough to incourage a man, to ingage the 
prayers, and to delerve the prarſts of a Paul; | 
| to be praiſed 'by Pau/, and to have Faul as a | 

Remembrancer at the Throne of Grace: to | | 
get the prayers of thoſe that arc faithfull, and | . | 
ro deſerve the praiſes of thoſe that are faith- | 
full ; were there no other recompence in the | 
world,it were enough(&they that would have | 

a ſhare 
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| p_ by alſo all the particulars which might 


| cate all the words that are neceſlary to be} 
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4 ſhare in the affliction of a martyr) however 
(if there were no other reward ) it were (at 
leaſt ) nocontemptible thing, to be paid in 
prayecrs,to be paidin prayles , eſpeciall from 
{ſuch as areas Paul. 

I now cometo the place which I have pit- 
ched upon, and I ſhall forbear all obſervation 
| which might be raiſed out of the context and 


e ſeverally raiſed (and that naturally enough) 
out of the particular words of the text: 
There is but one thing that I ſhall pitch upon, 
& in that one obſervation take occaſion to ex- 
plaine ſo much of the words of the text as may 
be any way needfull, 

The point,or obſervation which I ſhall com- 
mend to you out of theſe words, it is this, 

It ts a matter of high concernment for all, to have 
and keep cautiouſly, as a ſacred depoſitum, as 4 rich 
treaſure, 4 form of ſound, and wholſome Words , ef- 
pecially in Divine, and fundamentall truths * that 
' ſhal®be the obſervation which I ſhall onely 

propound, and proſecute out of the words,and 
' T ſhall ſo much the rather propound it more 
| fully and largely, becauſc Iwould comprehend 


\iftit, ſo much as might give me a hint roexpli- 


| openedin the texr. 

|  Tconceiveittukes in all the whole ſubſtance 
' and {cope , of that which the Apoſtle doth 
| 3 here | 


a ſhare in the reward of a martyr, muſt have; Ser. 1 
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' The ObjeR. 
| 


Generally 


prop>unded, 


Sum, ). | here commend to Timothy , and that which 


ſuits very well with the ſcope of the buſineſle | 


| we have in hand: 


| Therebe foure things, which I ſhall briefly | 
open for I will not be large inthe point. 
1.The 0bjeR of the duty, ſpecified. 
2. The«# of that duty,injoyned. 


| 


3. The manner of pertorming the duty, in- 
timated. 
. Theperſons who are obliged to this-duty. 
nd every one of theſe is couched in the | 
propoſition I named , -and hath ſome necclity, | 
ana uſcfullneſſe in the point it ſelfe. | 
1. The firſt thing conſiderable in the point 
is the 0bjed of this duty;and we have it propoun- | 
ded in the words of the text, and therefore TI ' 
ſhall go no further. | 
For the explication of the obje&, I ſhall | 


propound itin a more generall, andin a more \ 


particular way : the whole is generally propeun- 
ded , and particulariy circumſcribedin the words 
of the text. 

1. In the general! propeſition there be tikſe 
three diſtin branches obſervable : and I ſhall 
give but a bricf touch of cither of them. 

I. Pords, 

2. Sound and nholſome Words, 

3. A formof ſound and nholſeme Words, 

Ina word I ſhall ſay ſo much as is neceſſa 
for the underſtanding of the meaning of all 
theſc; What is mcant by Fords? 

_ What 
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What is mere by ſound and nholſome words, 


for ſo the originall hath it, 52=anirw 240-; j, ec, 
' ſound or wholſome Words. 

' And what is meant by a form of ſound 
| Words waimen, as the word is, a dilineation, 


| or plat form of wholſome Words, 


1. For the former , what is ment by words, 
2 word will ſerve the turne. It is not bare 
words, letters and fillables, thatthe Apoſtle 
ſpeak of, but divine truths and DoFrines expreſ- 
£q and couched in words : I ſay divine truths 


ee... 


and ſentences, grounds and principles, which 
are here called words; becauſe they cannot be 
expreſſed but by words : andthis thing is ſo 
familiar among all ſorts, that I will not adde 
any thing more, 

2. But then for thoſe ſound and whoiſome words 
that are recommended here to his cuſtody, 
what is the mcaning of them. | 

In few words for I will not expatiate , but 


circumſcribe it in a narrow compaſſe, Words | 


and truths, principles and Dodrines, they arc 
ſound and wholſome/when they are ſo, 


{1 For the ſubſtance of matter : and 
Both 4 2 For the form of them in which they 
| are expreſſed, and conveighed. 


Which I might have taken, from the former 


words ; but I rather take it in that place. 


1. There is a ſoundnes,and wholſomnes in re- 
ſpeak 


TT L. 
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Words, 


Sound and 
whollome 
Words 
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GS x r, I, | ſpe of the ſubſtance of matter; which the A-.| 
poftle doth injoyn every man to take care of, 
| eſpecially Miniſters, that the things which 

they deliver, be ſound and wholſome, in re- 
gard of the matter; and that is the main thing, 
as I conceive. 

Now there be two things moſt principall, 
to make the matter of words that are F>. nk 
red, wholſome and ſound. 

1. The ſoundneſſe of rruths, of holy 
Souneneſie of truths. | 
Vie. 2. The ſoundneſſe of wſe, and profitable- 
neſle, 
And they are here chiefly recommended to 
Miniſters, and in due place to all: to have a 
ſpeciall carc of having, preſerving, and keep- 
ing very charily ſuch Rd words,and truths, 
ng 
as that 

x. There may be no words, no Dodrines, 
no principles delivered in the Church of God; 
but ſuch as may be full of certain, and holy, 
and. pious truths , ſuch as are agreeable with 
truth, according to the word of God, accord- 
ing to the analogy of faith; that is the firſt, 
the ſaundneſle of truth. 

2, But theother kinde of ſoundneſle, or a 
ſecond branch of it, may be a ſoundneſſe of 
wſe, that their words may be ſuch as are fit for 
' edification. There may be many things true, 

but there may be fo little ſubſtantialneſſe, ſo 
little ſolidity, fo little materialneſſe for any 
uſe, | 


— 


he 
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; tinkling ſound of words, tickling the car, to 


-| conveigh ſubſtantial truths, in an edifying and 
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| be no great advantage, or benefit which can 
; come to the Church, by hearing or receiving | 
them : therefore the Apoltle 4ncludes this ,* 
that as there ſhould bea care, that nothing | 
' but the ſound and wholſome truthvof God | 
| ſhould be delivercd, ſo that it might be ſuch 
| ſolid and ſubſtantiall truth, as may be very 
| conducible for the building up, and edifyi 
of the Church of God; not frivolous, an 
vain, and curious diſputes and queſtions , 
which rather make men ſwell , and puff up, 
and rather make contention and jangling , bur 
ſuch as are ſolid and ſubſtantiall , neceſſary 
and profitable truths for cdification : that is 
anotherbranch. 

2. But then beſides the ſoundnefſſe of the 
matter, there is the ſoundneſſe of the manner, or 
form of words, in which theſe things are delive- 
red; they mult not be delivered inan affeted 
language, in a www as the Apoſtle often- 
| times 1A the Epiſtle expreſſcth ; not in a vain 


' pleaſe mens fancies, and to draw mens carnall 
delight, inthe hearing of the words that are 
delivered : but grave and ſober expredions , 
; ſuch as may be ſubſervient ro the matter, to 


| profitable way, it muſt be ſuch a form of 
| words.: and indeed there may be a great fail- 


ing, and a man may be to ſeck a language, if 
| E he 


uſe, ſo frivolous and ſo low, that there may | Sz xw. I. 


Joundnefſe of 


manner, 
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he will affe@a curious, and neat contrivance 
of words; and having found it, it will be far 
from the gravity of the butinefſe, And truly, | 
if we were (as we ſhould be) rightly affected, | 
when we come tothe haule of God,and have: \ 
to deal with divine things, we would nor 
look after the drefſe of words, and the tyre ' 
of words; which is the pooreſt, ad the mean- 
eſt that can.be, and {carce worthy to-be look. 
ed after, unleſſe it may be in a wholſome way, 
to conveigh wholſome words. It is a bate 
and poor thing , to come 111 publike places, to 
gape and pry into. this womans: drefle, and 
the other womans toy;this faſhion,and r'other 
fathion ; and more baſcly tordid, in the houſe 
of God: anditis as baſc (in the kinde of it) 
for a manto come to Gods houſe, where hc 
comes to ſcek food for his ſoul, 2nd to hear 
the oracles of God, that God ſhould not be 
able to plcaſe him, unleſſe he ſpeak tinkling 
and tickling words,to fancic and humour him. 
Is it meer for God * or doth ir become the 
majcſty of God, to ſpeak in ſuch a language 
as is not befitting him  Majeſticall language, 
noble language, ſublime language, is the pro- 
per language of GOD, to conveigh divine 
things. It may ſuit well with a Courticr, to 
affect ſome ſcrapings of language, but not | 
with a King ; for (as they ufc to obſerve) there | 
is a difference betweena pedantick ſtile, and | 
a majeſtick ſtile ; a boy that hath but his Aca- | 
demicall_ 


— 
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demicall learning, he may inchis orations' af- 
fe, and it may be more tollerable for him, to 
afte& pen and Inkhorn language, and (as they 
term it) to affect a flouriſhing ſound of words: 
but for a Prince, it is beſides his decorum (I 
ſay) fora Prince on his Throne of Majeſty, to 
ſpeak curiouſly , it becomes not the majeſty of 
| os place; and much lefle doth ir become the 
majcſty of Gods ordinances, that there ſhould 
be any thing ſo curiouſly in the dreſſe of 


words, as to draw mens eyes and ears fo, that 
they do not minde the things, but the words, 
and are carried away with petty phraſes : but 1 


muſt not be large. 
Therc is another thing : #'ords, and ſound and 


! and wholſome, for the manner of delivery, 


wholſome words, of truth and profitablencſſe; 


in agrave and ſober manner, ſuch as becomes 
the oracles of God. 5 

3. But what is that ſame tm/mwon, that ſame 
form of ſound words? this one thing that the 
Apoſtle intimates. I thall afterward, when | 
come to the Application, exprefle more par- 
ticularly of it; but for the preſent I ſhall com- 
prehend all in theſe two things, which I con- 
ceive are enough. 

A form of ſound and wholſome words : 1 
conceive the Apoſtle means , the mastey intirely | 
colleRed; a colleQion of the principles of Reli- 
gion , and the principles of Divinty ; a ſuffici- 
cnt and intire collection, and drawing toge-| 

E 2 cr 


— 


Sen. I, 


A farm of 


ſound words. 


| Ther atrer ins 


tirely collect» 
ed, 


—_ 


| 


| 
] 


| 
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Sax. 


Merh od aptly 
digeſtcd- 
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gether, and imbodying (as it were) of the 
neceſſary principles of Religion; which every 
Miniſter ſhould bave a care to conveigh to the 
people, and every people, care toitreaſure up. | 
In the matter, I ſay, an intire and fuſhcient 
colle&ion; I know there be many degrees of 
it, bur 1 hall couch that afterward; for the 
preſent , Iexpreſſe it onely in the generall, a 
ſufficient intire colleRion of the main truths, | 
and principles of Religion, to take care to. 
conveigh them very ſolicitouſly to the hears | 
ing of the people, | 
2. But then again (though this be the main 
in my apprehenlion ) that the Apoſtle here in- 
tends, yet I will not exclude another thing | 
too, which ſeems to be included : viz. Method 
aptly digeſted. Some care muſt be of the me- 
|thod, as well as of the matter: that there 
might be a ſufficient colle@ion of all funda- 
*mentall princip)cs,%& that it might be digeſted 
(as well as co/le8cd)) in fome uſefull method : 
| the word it ſelf, wwmmo,, according to the 
| genuine ſignification of it ſeems toaim at this, ' 
for it isno more but a generall delineation, or | 
draught ; and the truth is, it is impoſlible thae | 
| where there is a multitude , but that multitude 
| muſt be regulated by ſome order; if multitudes 
of principles be delivercd without an order, 
it 15 without its beauty, and it will be a great 
| prejudice and hindrance, both to the under-| , 
| Nanding, and attention of them; and to. the 
| memory, 
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memory, and retention of them: and there- 
fore I ſuppoſe this is here likewiſe compre- 
hended ; the: words ſeem to import it, how- 
ever I ſay not that the Apoſtle fully intends 
this, becauſe it is but accidentallz yet I do not 
exclude it, but think that a fit method and 
order,for conveighance,is ſomwhat neceſſary. 
So that now we have in generall , the ſub- 
ſtance of the Apoſtles precept , which is, that 
there ſhould be a care had by Tim«thy, (and by 
| ſuch as are as Timothy) to conveigh-words, 
that is, divine truths, ſuch as may be ſound, 
ſound for the matter, ſound for the manner of 
; Conveighance of them ; to conveigh them in- 
tirely colleCted, (in a body, as it were) and di- 
geſted in ſome artificiall and ſet order: and 
this is that of which we ſay, itis a matter of 
| Ereat concernment. Time hath prevented me, 
and therefore I ſhall but mention ſome things 
'in a word. 
| 2, Here is a more ſpeciall circumſcription of 
thi obje# (beſides this generall) in two things 
| which I will but mention, by way of que- 
| ſtion; as, 
| 1. What theſe truths are, that we ſhould have 
| a ſpeciall care to deliver in this manner ? and 


r. Divine truths, ſuch as thou haſt r:cerved from 
we; ſuchas arcthe oracles of God, and recei- 

| ved by divine revelation from him; but that 
| we have expreſſed already. 
| E ; 2. Such 


| the anſwer is, 


aaron 


he fpeciall 
circumlicriptrs 
on of the Ob- 
zeR. 


Divine truths. 


— — 
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Sr rh”, -2- Such as are fundamental truths: there | 
ſhould be a ſpeciall care had of fſced corn, of | 
Fandamentall | (at which will bring the crop : if men will | 
have a continuation of corn, they muſt bavea 
fpeciall care tor ſeed corn, ordinary cora will. 
| not ſerve the turn; it may make good bread, 
' but it may not be good for ſeed: we muſt * 
have a carc theretore of the fundamenrall / | 
principles of ys gr. although we muſt have | | 
a ſpeciall care of every truth, yet of theſe 
eſpecially : and theſe are here ſpoken of. {| 
The ſumme of x, The ſum of all, is Chriſt : faith and love in 
hem Bout. | Chyift, is here ſhewed,, that Chriſt is the very | 
| kernell of all; and incruth, all fundamentals | 
of Religion, (Religion it ſelf being nothing | | 
| elſc, bur to bring us to God in Chriſt, and to || | 
The parts are, | reduce us home to our happineſſe that way) | 
fa andlove. | the whole work and foundation is nothing , | 
but to bring us to God in Chriſt; a cleer and | 
full conveighance of this, is all that is funda- | 
mentally neceſlary. 

'2, The parts are, faith apprehenſiue, and love k 
ative: which I ſhall exprefle in the ſecond | 
| queſtion; 
| What are thoſe truths that are fundamen- | 

tall ! | 

Anſ=, Thoſc truths are moſt properly fun- | 
: damentall, without which we cannot be made 
cumnc of 31), partakers of Chriſt, nor be inabled to do that, 

| | by which we may be made partakers of God 

in him : and ſo the ſum of all is particularly 
men- | 


jo I 
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which is in Chriſt Teſw (1 gave an intimation of | 


roperly mcant in this. latter clauſe, by faith 
[24 pew, which # in Chriſt Jz sus) Which 
is an intimation, that the main part, the 
principall part, of the foundation of the 
| principles of Religion ; yea all the whole 
,truth, and foundation of keligion; may be 
| reduced to matters of faith, and matters of 
prattice; to a lively faith , working by /ove : all 
that is requilite,and required,may be brought 
within the compaſſe of theſe two, 
Many Expolitors do apprehend, that this 
is the principall meaning of theſe words; not | 
| to import the manner, how we ſhould keep, | 
| but to import a circumſcription, whereinthole 
| truths chiefly conſiſt; and that they couliſt of 
| theſe two, faith and /ove : faith, in apprehend- 
[ing of the truths of God,and adhering to them; | 
and love, in practiſing of theſe dutics that do 
depend upon that. | 
| Thus much for the explication of the 

objca. 


: _—— 


another ſence before, but I conceive this is | 


Parrs are 


Faith appre- 


benhye. 


Love active, 


|” IntroduBion tothe body of Divinity, | 31 | 
mentioned here inthis phraſe, by faith and love, Se xr, 1 
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| 2 TIMOTHY 1, 13,14. | 


Held fait the form of ſound words, | | 

' which thou haſt heard of meu, in 

' faith and love which i in Cirif 
| Feſus. 

T hat good thing which was commut- 

ted to thee, ke ep, ty the boly Ghoſt 

| which dwelleth i tn 1s. 


» E cntred upon this Text the laſt 
Mg/e ime, and obſerved an obſerva- | 
& 4) £00 out of it, (intending to han- | 

+ 9 dlc but one) and jt was this : 
REG /1t th 4 matter of high concern- | 
| | ment for all, to have and hold faſt, as a ſacred depo(i- | 
| ' Fun, 4 form of ſound and ubolſome nerds, in divine | 
| and fundamentall truths, 
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08, and propounded to explicate ; 
1. The 95j*# of the duty : 

2. The a# of the duty : 

3. The mazier of pertorming it : 


4. The perſons obliged to perform ir. 


the obje; T come now to the reſt. 

2. The ſecond thing therefore is the 48. 
And for the opening of it, I ſhall onely ſpeak 
of two things, that we may ſce cleerly what 
| the Apoftle injoyned Timerhy, and in him all 
Chriſtians: Now it is expreſſed by a double 
word, which our tranſlation doth not diſtin- 
guiſh, bur the originall doth, 

1. The firſt is 4 bave ther. 


ſerve them. 

iz, have a forme, (I ſhall but very briefly cx- 
preſſe what I conceive may be comprehended 
1n this.) 

1. Have 2 copic of them-about thee wrizres ; 


2. The ſccond inthe next verſe evnetor pre- 


| 


I only at that time diſpatched the firſt,namcly | 


At. 


and if poſſibly printed, as the word lignifies; 
for the ver ha word that 15 uſed for prin- 
ting, is made uſe of here wwninwar , which is a 
kinde of ſtamping : So that the Apoſtle would 


2 


j 


| 


have T imothy to have a copy of the colleion 
of wholſome words, aptly digeſted, written, 
and printed : but this is withour, and therefore 

i Have thetn too within, have the origine/ 
laid up in the treaſure of 


1. Thy Els 


XUM 
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I'began with the explicati- $S x x, II, 
| 
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\ 34 | Te formafpbolſorme Words,or an 
SER Il,, 1. Thy underſtanding, labouring to appre- 
| The originall | hend, and to graſp, and know divine truths : 
Iudupinthe | 2, Thy memory, that thou mailt retain them 
(+ Ach "5 and hold them there: Have: them. ready at 
| hand, that they may not only be kept as ſome 
great mens eltates are, they, have great and 
large eſtates, bur little of it to command them- 
ſelves, not numgratis pecunis (as they ſay) rea- 
dy at hand; inxzeady money.: Have them not 
to ſecke, but at hand, and freſh in memory. 
Aﬀection. 3. Thy afeSions, cloiing with them, and 
imbracing of them,and holding of them there; 
which is the beſt hold-fafſt. that can be: for 
though we doe underſtand them, and remem- 
ber them yet neither of theſe is worthy of the 
name of having them, ifa man be analien and 
a ſtranger to them in his affeRions ; or doe re- 
murmorate and riſe againſt thoſe truths, not 
{cloſing with them, and imbracing them in his 
affections: for the ſoule which is the principall 
thing, and the utmoſt thing, is not maſter of it, 
hath not the'e things, nor any of this nature, 
till he inbrace them ia his affections, and cloſe 
with them. 
4 | 2. Butthen inthe ſecond place there is ano- 
ther thing, and that, $v>at», Feepe them ; pre- 
ſerve them, which is the ſecond at. 

I ſhall expreſſe what is meant by that very 
briefly: There may ſceme to bee intimated 
three particular dutics in that, which are ne- 
eſſary for the keeping and preſerving of di- 
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vine truthes: for though a man have' them 
| ſetled in him, in his underſtanding, and memo- 
ry, and affeQion, yet there is ſomething more 
required for the keeping and preſerving of 


' them; and which addes: ſomething to the for- 
; mer, which in theſe three things 'as I conceive 


| (aS1 faid) may be comprehended. 

| Is Firſt, patromize and onne chew, and defend 
| ebeſe divine truths againſt all corruptions, a- 
| gainſt all alceraridns, and alb prevarications, 
| which mighr pervert that forme of ſound and 
wholſome words: which muſt be done, 

1- Wich:ourbeft abiliries. and. fiudies conrag i- 
%%/y; we mult fect” our wits 'upon the 'tenters, 
raiſe them to theuttermoſt pitch, romaintaine, 
and uphold,and detend,and preſerve the ſound 
and wholſome'words that arc delivercd-to us 
frowGod, ' i - 373 1447 30 04117 

/2./\Weareto iſe not only our beſt abilities; 
| forſo cvery private man mult doe ; but pub- 
| lique perſons, they muſt mgage their authority 
| charity, byicenſure of law, . by fencing and falt- 
| ing ofthemr with bounds, ſetting an- hedge (as 
| it were) abour rhem, that none may pluck them 
. up, or deface them, or play legerdemaine con- 
| cerning'thern : That is the firſt, - are to be 
| patromized, and owned, and de againſt 


| jr oppobrtions, whether violent and by inſo- 


lency ; or cunning, and by ſubrilty; by wit and 
| authority, evenby our beſt abilities, and beſt 
authority. 

| F 3 2, We 


: 
mm 
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Ss n. 16, 


Parronize thi: 
with 


Beſt abilirics 


couragiouſly, 


Authority caw 
rioully, 


tt. 465 The forme of wholſome Words, or an 
| Ssrm.Il. 2. We mult kcep them, not only by patro- 
| nizing and defending them, for protcihvn may | 
reach ſo farre : but alſo Chriſtians mult labour 
| Pradtſe them to keepe theſe divine truths bypratiſong of thens 
| parcel uit fincerely, fruitfully, andconſtantly : I (ay by | 
| anily., putting them in praQice: For although wee 
| | have them (as I ſaid beforc) lecked up in the 
| treaſury of our memory,though we underſtand 
| them, and have ſome kind of affection to them, | 
| ' all this will not be a fafe cuſtody of them ; The | 
| beſt way to preſerve ſpirituall gifts, and fo 
| | | cngs truths, is to preſerve them by pradti- | 
 fing of them: and they that doe not conſcien- 


tiouſly praRiſc thoſe truths they know, arc in 
the ready way to loſe the truths themſelves. | 
It will aot long hold out, that a man ſhould 
retaine his integrity of judgement, if he admit | 

of any violation of choſe truths, in a contrary | 

practice: Corrupt pracice will corrupt a mans 

judgement: though his judgement were ortho- | 

dox and ſound, though he had them there, yet 

if he did not praciſc them, the nature of the 

thing is ſuch, that his judgement will refleR 

 __., | upen his praQtice, and ſo be ready te defend t 
cath what he praQiſcth, out of pride, and Gods juſt #lt 
| 

| 

| 


| judgement : for when a man doth not Jovethe 
- / truth, and ſhew the love of it in his practice, 

God giveth him up to errours, and {foto loſe 
that truth , which otherwiſe they formerly 
maintained,and would otherwiſc have happily 


| held and kept faſt. 
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3- So farre as this injunRtion reacheth to $ u x.1II. 
Timothy, and: ſuch as he, and fo farre as it con- 
cernes afiy other degree too, bur eſpecially | 
them ; there is another thing too, another duty | 
comprehended under this roeping : and that is 
to propagate them, ſtudiouſly by planting and | Propagare 
watering ; I ſay propagene this truth : For as it | th<m{criouſly, 
is with corne, the be TS 


preſerving of it is to | yurering, 
caſt it forth : You cannot preſcrve it long,lay 
itwhere you will, it cannot belong preſerved 
inthe fields to ftand there; when you bring it 
home and houſe it, and put it up in the garner, 
it will not laſt for ever there ; nay if you pur it 
into your bellies, it will doc ſome ſervice for 
the preſent, but not alwaics be preſerved there: 
but if you take theſe graines, and caſt ſome of 
them as ſeed into the earth, then you may pre- 
ſerve it alway by propagation. God hath gi- | 
ven this in nature, that there is no creature in 
the world that of it ſclfe is perpertuall; but 
God hath given ir an cxiſtence and being, and 
not only ſo, buta way of propagating to eyery 
thing, and to mankind as well as to other crea- 
tures,to increaſe and to w—_ forth: the which. 
though the particular bee Gods gift, yet the | 
= is propegites into forme (though not 
the thing it ſelic) by the creature inſtrumen- 
tally: In this caſe there is ſome fimilitude; 
the beſt way, the moſt ſafe way, yea the moſt 
gratefull and acceptable way to preſerve di- 
vine truths, is by an cndeayour, ſtudiouſly and | 


| 
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33 | The forme of wholſome Words, or an | 
Sx R, II, | carcfully to propagate it, that I doe not hide | [ 
my talent in a rapkin, that I doe not bury any | 
| divine truths : aurum celare & teritatem, are t 
| both alike: we muſt not conceale any truth, | F 
but manifeſt ir, and propagate it toothers, and 
ſo, as that though my ſelte ſhould miſcarry, | 'F 
yer the truth of God might be preſerved. | / C 
Thus you have the e5je# which is ſpecified 't 
here, and the aFof the duty : there remaines 't 
now, 77 V 
* | Manner, as 3- Thethird thing is the -»axney of the per-" n 
formance of this duty how it muſt be done : | C 
And in a word, we ſhould nor fleightly doc ir, | a 
or carcleſly, but with all diligence and indu- | d 
ſtry, and watchfulneſſe, labour to get and'ro | fe 
keepe divine truths: there is ſo much intima- ti 
ted in the ſecond ſtile that is given to thoſe di- a. 
vine truths, they are calledin the 13. verfe «| b1 
forme of ſownd, or whoHome ro/4s; and in the 14 a 
verſe, that goed thing, or that rich thing ; inthe WP 
original it is 7 za Þgramivm: Now there be el 
two things required to make ' us choice and cl 
chary of getting and keeping divine truths, and L* 
both may be taken out of the words. ge 
A "= De- 1. Becauſe they are a ſacred depsſitum * wee ' ur 
7 oth are not propriators, but depoſitors; they are pe 
not our owne to doe what we will with them, | , pe 
to fi —_ them away as we lift, but they are ! | th 
Gods, and he doth depolite them to us, layes al 
them up inus, as committing of them to our | Tc 
cuſtody, and requiring them againe of us, that (0 
fo 


th. 
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qJ ſo we ſhould not ſec themimbezzclled, or cor-'{ 5 e 8. 11 
y rupted, or abuſed, becauſe God hath commit. 
J ted them to us as A myguanntyy, as a lacred de- 
ad politum. | 
{ And then again, 15 wat, not any ordinary de- 
| ' poſicum, bur a choice treaſure : if it be but a bag 
| ; of duſt,or a bag of ſtones, that a friend commirs 
{ ' ro his friend , and wiſheth him to look charily | A chvice trea- 
; | ro! his friend will not look into itto examine | © 

| what it is, bur keep 1: as his friends depoſirum : 
«| nay more than ſo, if his friend tell him, he hath 
| committed to him his richeſt Jewell he hath, as 
| a moſtrich Pcarl, or a company of them ; This 
| doth increaſe a mans care and diligence in pre- |' 
| ferring of them, not only as his friends depofi- 
| tum, but as a depoſirum of ſuch a choice nature, 
| 


and ſo is this : 1t 15 not onlyoewmiur, a depoſe.. 
tam , wherein is required the truſt and care of 
a friend to be diſcharged ; But it is wa Spawn 
S,.w,that ſame good thing, that ſame choice thing, 
that ſame beautifull thing : There is not a 
[| choicer treaſury that is committed to the 
Church of God, than thoſe divine truths, that 
| | | God hath been pleaſed to reveal and commit | . 
unto us ; they are ſuch as the glory of God de- | 
pends on them, and the ſalvation of a man de- 
pcnds on them, two of the moſt important 
things the Church, nay, that the World hath : 
| and therefore we ſhould keep them,as we have 
| reſpero the glory of God,or as we tender our 
; own ſalvation, which is more than our lives; I 
F 4 ſay \ 


— 
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40 
| | Sxxxell, Lay, Gods glory, and our ſalvation, which is 
much more than our lives, i- committed to our 
| truſt, whea hoſe Divine truths are depoſited 
with us, 
| The Perfons, 4. The Perſons that are obliged ; that is the 
| laſt thing to be explained : whom this injunQi- 
| ON CONcernes. 
| Here is bur one direQly expreſſed, and that is 
Timothy; but yet we may cxtend ir, and that 
| | with good analogy,and upon good ground and 
| reaſon further : as 
| Paw, 1. Paulhe muſt have a careof it ; of keeping 
of it himſelf, and committing it to the care of 
others, and ſtirring up and en 
It concernes P@vl, they that are higheſt and 
moſt principall in the Church, it concernes 


them principally, and originally , that they 
ſhould have a care of them; they ſhould be the 


——C__— 


the firſt wheels, the primum mobile , that ſet all 
the others on work, and have a grand care of 


gy this depoſitum. | 
2. | 


—— __  — 


Il Timothies, all the miniſters of Gods 


. Timot'y, 

Es Word, who arc Gods wawiwm, his diſpencers, his 
| ' | ſtewards, and whom God hath repolſcd ipeci 
| all cruſtin: It is committed to their carc in an 
| eſpeciall manner,and they ſhould looke to it. 

| Every Chriſti- | 3+ The whole Church of God, and every Chrifti- 


—_ an, aSthis is a depoſitum, though committed 
crſonally to ſome, yet not mecerly for their 
perſonal good, but for a publique and an uni- 


verſall good : Divinetruths,and the integrity, 
and | | 


— —— —_—— ey 
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that concernes not only, (though chiefly) the 
Miniſtcrs, bur it concernes the whole Church 
of God, and all Gods people, that they ſhould | 
be preſerved without violation, without con- | 
tamination, being given for a publique good, | 
and the publique good of all and every one in 
particular depending on it: ſo that it concerns | 
all and every one in their places. | 


Thus of the explication. 

2. TheProotfe, ; * 

I ſhall come now briefly (o farre as the point | 
will extend, and the thing bee requiſite, and 
convenient, to demonſtrate and prove the 
truth ofit: and thento deſcend to the appli- 
cation, as farre as will conccrne my preſent 
ſcope. 

Firſt of all premifing this, that I ſhall not 
endeavour (no not ſo much as meddle with) | 
'the rm of every particular, or preſle the | 
| confirmation of every particular contained in 
the explication (as being not ſo requiſite) but 
to carry the maine ſumme ofthe point. 

We ſcethis to be acleere and a divine truth, 
that it is the duty of all, eſpecially Miniſters, 
(whom God hath eſpecially intruſted) to look 
to the preſervation of the purity of a forme of 
found dodtrine,of ſound and wholſome words, 
we may ſcent I ay, 

1. By Scripture, and 

2, By ground of reaſon, 

G 


oo 


and purity, and ſoundneſle of them, is a thing | = » IL 
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| X . X 
| wonder, becauſe the injunRion belongs in a | 


' more eſpecial manner unto Miniſters,and there 
being notin many places this charge commit- 
ted, and particularly direfted to them, but in | 

' this Epiſtle of Paul to Timothy, wherein it is | 
principally ſet downe: bur yet it is divers | 


| times repeated in Scripture. And1 ſhall give | 
| ſome other places which warrant the ſame | 
thing. 
1. The Apoſtles recommend this to us by | 
| their owne example, I will give but one generall 
| inſtance in that kinde,and one particular. 
| Thegenerall inſtance of the duty is this : you 
ſhall finde that almoſt every Epiſtle of Pau!, 
and in ſome proportion it is obſervable incall 
| the reſt of the Epiſtles , I ſay almoſt in every 
| Epiſtle there 15S an tmprimans dycaivornov Aoyovy t. C. 
there is a delineating. a drawing of a platforme 
| of mlolſome words, according to the ſubſtance 
| that is here mentioned; and according to this 
| object faith and /ove, (For all matters of religi- 
| on are matters of faith, or matters of love , in 
| the practice and exerciſe of faith) and this is 
' commended to us in all the Epiſtles : the for- 
| mer part and the greater part of all the Epiſtles 
| is to deliver matters of faith, to retifie mens 
| judgements, and ſeaſon them rightly with'the 
| knowledge of divine truths neceſſary to ſalva- 
ae and the latter part of the Epiſtles, is, to 
deſcend * 


' 
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' deſcend to prafticall dutics, to the fruits of Ser ll, 
taith in the matters of love, which is the com- | 
paſſe of all Chriſtian duty : And amongſt 0- 
thers, that fir(t Epiitle of all is to this purpoſe ; 
which was not placed firſt for orger of time, | 
becauſe firſt written, nor ſo much tor the order | 
of dignity , becauſe the Romanes were the 
principall people in the world, it is not there- || 

tore (1 ſay) placed firit of all the Epiſtles; bur | 
becaule ir containes this more fully, and ex- | 
preſicth a form of iound and wholſome words; | 
there,do<irines of faith, and dutics of lite, that 
iſſue and flow from faith, as fruits of it, are 
more clcerly diſtinguithed, and more tully cx- 

| preſſed than in any other,although it is in ſome 
ſort in all. Now beſides this generall inſtance, 
I thall give but one particular inſtance, and 
that is in Hebr.6.1.Thereforg leaving the doctrine 
of the beginning (or principles of the doarine) 
of Chrijt, les us be led forward to perfeiion, not lay- 

' ing againe the foundation of repentance unto dead 
workes, and of faith romards God, There is exprel- 
ſed both what the principles are,and what that 
ſame forme of ſound or wholſome words is ; 
the doArine of Baptiſme, as inthe next verſc,/ay- 
ing on of hands, reſurrection from the dead; There 
are ſome few heads repeated, which are as 
milke for babes, the forme of ſound words, 
which are (at leaſt) for beginners, inthe firſt 
; beginnings and rudiments of Chriſtianity, and 


thoſe that are the firſt points in religion : The 
| G 2 Apoſtle | 
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I. | Apoſtle gives for babes a form of catechifi 
ot: bh orme of ſound and wholſome words : ": | 
| there is intimated in that place, that as there is | | 
' 2 ſhorter and brietcr forme of ſound and wl1ol- ! | 
ſome words, for a manuduction or entranceto 
beginners; ſo there muſt bee a larger, fuller 
forme, and more compleat, that did extend 
farther, and comprehend more in the know- 
ledge of Religion, and the things that belong 
ro it, for thoſe that are come ro more perfeRion 
and ripcneſle of ycarcs. #4 

2. But beſides theſe examples, there be di-  ; 
Teſlimonies, | vers teſtimonics which ſeeme to ayme at the 
ſame thing ; I will mention two or three. | 

In Rom. 12. 6. the Apoſtle there begins to 
dire@every one for the diſcharge of their du- 
ries, in their ſeverall places in the Ghurch, ac- 
cording to the right manner; and among the 
ret the rule that is given for thoſe that arc 
Miniſters, called there (in a generall ſenſe of 
the word) Prophets, he ſaith, Let him that pro 
phefieth, propheſie according to the analogy of faith : 
x7 my e&vedojin 756 es» I know there may bee 
ſome diſputes what may be the true and exaQ 
meaning of the analogy of faith : For preſent 
I take that which is not contemptible , nor 
from a contemptible author, viz. Calvins in- 
terpretation, which is, that by faith is meant 
there,the prime and fundamental axioms of faith ; 
| the fundamentall truths of Religion, and all 
' doQtrines that are delivered in the Church | 
muſt | 
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'muſt hold analogy, hold proportion with |S a &, 11, 
'thoſe prime and tundzmentall rruths, which | 
;arethe forme of ſound and wholſome words, 
| by which al other muſt be regulated and 1qua- 
red, that they may hold anilogy and proporti- 
on with that. And inthis ſame Epiſtle, the next 
Chap.2.15.he ſaith, Stud» ro approve thy (elfe to 
God, a noriman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
righth dividing the word of truth: now this ſeems | 
rather directly to ayme at, or at leaſt directly | 
| to ſuppoſe that there ſhould bee a forme of 
found, or wholſome words : inthe delivery of 


which a man ſhould approve himſelfe ſo, as 


that he needs not to be aſhamed and according | 

to the analogy of which, he ſhould divide the | 

word of God aright, holding proportion with | 

it : though I conteſſe there may be another in- | | 

rerpretation (though it ſeeme not ſo ſutable | 

ro that _—_ as,to be able to ſpeake a word | 

properly to every one as it may concerne | | 

him, to the weake to ſtrengthen them, to the | 

ſtrong to build them up farther and farther ; | 

to the tempted :0 arme them : ſo ſome would | 

have the meaning of it to be : but this ſeemes 

not to me to be the right, for, the dit1ding of the | | 

word of truth aright, ſeemes rather to intimate | | 

a diſpenfing oft, in ſuch truths and ſoundnes | | 

as may agrce with the forme of ſound, and 

wholſome words. And inthe x Per.3. rs. the 

Apoftle there requires, not only of Miniſters, | 

that they ſhould have a forme of ſound and | 
G3. whol- | 
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S x R, Il, | wholſome words, and that they ſhould be able | 


| to deliver themſelves in that taſhion; bur hee 
| | ſeemeth to require there ſo much of pcople,of; WM || 
| Chriſtians, by that precept that he doth in-| MF |: 
| | joyne them there, that they might be able, or 

read) to give an account, or reaſon of thetr hope | | 


that ts in them : that is, to be able to apologize 
| for it, and ro ſtand up in the detence and main- 
 tenance of it: Now it a man be not well groun-, | 
| ded in a forme of ſound and whollome words, | 
| if hee underſtand them not, remember them 
| not, nor be vericd in them, he will never bee! 
able to givea reaſon, an account of his faith, | 
and hope; much leſle will he be able ro main- 
taine and defend it, againſt the hereticall and 
ſuperſtitious cavils and objections that will be 
raiſed againſt it, which every Chriſtian is ' 
| bound in ſome degree to ayme to get an ability | 
| of ; and indeed it will be the foundation of his | 
| ſtedfaſt ſtanding, for no man can be ſtcdfaſt in 
| that which he knowes nort,'nor fceles the bot- | 
rome of, Therefore we ſhould bee verſed in | 
the grounds of Religion, ina forme of ſound | 
| and wholſome words,that containes the prin- | 
|  \ciples of faith, and that we may be able to | 
know what is our duty. And. there 1s ſome- | 


tu .- -- 
"ie 
ws 4 _— yp a. 4% 


—— 


«z AA mg tre clo a A 1 0 I _ «A 


= ——— 


| ching to the ſame purpoſe inthe Rom. 6.17. 

| Te have obeyed from the heart the forme of dolrine,' 

, nhich was delivered to you, But I ſhall omit 
that for the preſent, and I ſhall give the ground 

| of this. | 


2, The 
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makes this appear to be a truth, and a confide- 
rable truth, that we ſhould all labour to ger, 
and hold faſt a form of ſound and wholſome 
words, even the ſum of religion; is becauſe 
| - 1. There Sagreat neceſsity of it ; | 
\__ 1. Not only in regard of the Commiſſion | 
' and injunfionthat licth upon us,& the truſt thar | 
God hath committed to us ( as I did intimate ! 
| before)we are bur depoſirors,and God hath com: | 
mitted this to our care and charge; charged us 
with it, and expects our faithfull diſcharge in | 
| it: not only becauſe of this I ſay, but | 
| 2. Inregard of the manifold oppoſitions, and | 
' danger of corruptions of divine truths, by the | 
ſubrilty of Sathan and his inſtruments, and | 
their malice: If Chriſtians and the Church of 
God did not throughly acquaint themlſclves 
| with it, and bottome themlelves on it ; they 
| could never be able to juſtite the wayes ot | 
| God; and the truth of God, nor to vindicat that, 
' fromthe many ſubtill windings,which the.Ser- 
pent will uſe to corrupt and pervert the truth. 
I purpoſe nor largely to expatiat , but only to 
 givea hint of things, and therefore | ſhall bur 
adde a ſecond: 
2.1t ts of great utility,as there is a great neceſ- 
ity of it, if we- would not have the truth over- 
whelmed, nor errors to be ſpread over, and o- 
vergrowne inthe face of the Church : Sothere 
| 1s an infinite benefir ,and advantage, and utility 
that | 


es 


— 


| 2. The ground and reaſon of it, that which'{ 5 xl, 


Reaſon. 


Neceflity, 


Urilicy. 
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Sr &, [I., thatredounds to the Church of God by this 
courſe of having (both in general & in particu- | 

larby every Chriſtian) of a form of ſound and ! 

wholibas words : there is; I ſay,an infinite be- 

| nefit and utility (behdes the neceſſity of it) that 

would redound to the Church of God in gene- 

rall, and to every Chriſtian in particular by 

this ; Let me name but ſome few, and but name 

them: 

A Band of 1. Thoſe truths, the main truths of Religion 

. being preſerved pure, and ſound, and uncor- 

rupted, will be a great baxd of 

Ferity, 
Sing and 


Vnanimity, 


i 
| vai | I. Of verity; it will be a band to hold toge- 
ther all the truths of God, it the main ones be 

| kept, if the fundamentall principle be purely 
kept, it will be a band to hold and foder toge- 

ther all the other truths, and to rectihie them, it 

there ſhould be any (ſwerving. 

; And as a great band of verity, ſo it will be a 
| Vnity, band of unity inthe Church of God, and wnani- 
| Vnanimicy. | ity: For herein lycth the unity of the Church 
of God; not that every man agree in every par- 
ticular opinion, concerning every particular 
thing ; bur if they do agree in the main founda- 
tion of Religion, in thoſe things which are ſuf- 
ficient to ſalvation ; and ſuch are ſound and 
| wholſome words; ſuch as that all that are to be 
ſaved, are to be ſaved by bcleeving and _ 
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his ſing of them. If they be retained, (though there | Sz xu. Il. 
CU- | be other differences, yet) this will be a band of 
nd ! unity, to make them cloſe and ſoder together. 
bc- | 2» But then ſecondly, as this will be a band, | 
aat ſo it will be a bar too : A barre | 
IC- © Hereſie 
by | againſt 3 and 
nc Controverſie, 
It would be a bar againſt hereſse : This will be | Here6e. 
on aS it were a bar of fortification to keep our the 
oy entry and incroaching, and prevailing of here- 
fie. It we ſtand upon our guard,and upon good 
| ground, in the maintenance and defence of 
the maine truths, there will be no breach for 
hereſtes to enter in then, it will much keepe 
Ho them off : But the neglet of our watch and 
be guard inthis worke, our flacking of our carc 
ly about the preſerving of this, takes away this | 
Ee bar, and giveth advantage to the envious man | 
it to ſow his tares, and to the corrupt man ro | 
| bring corrupt dodrine in; becauſe we negleR | 
a|[Y {| ourcarein gory divine truths , making it 
i-| # | a matter of no conſequence : but I ſay the pre- 
h  ſeryation of this would preſerve the Church 
r- | of God from hereſic : It would beea barre to 
; herefie: and as to hereſie,ſo 
| Ir would alſo bea bar to controverfie;it would | To cronne- 
* | preſerve the Church from very many contro- | '** 
| verites too. Whereas it is true there are many | 
controverſies in the-world , and matters of | 
| doubt and difficulty even among the godly 
| H an 


, 


XUM 


FO 


| | Rs 


"a > | The forme of wholſome Words, or an | 


—  —  — ———————_ 
mn AG 


S»-xv1I, and the learned, who otherwiſc agree in the | 
maine: for we muſt diſtingutth betweene con- | 

| troverſies, which are of two forts. There are 

| | \ real, and 

| controverſies 

| | verball, which 

arc but wemw5;:2 janglings about words, 

And yee ſhall finde this by experience, I 
meane thoſe that are verled in thoſe things, (I 
dare be bold to ſay it) it they will but confider 

ir, that the greateſt part of the controverties 
| that are among the godly and the learned, are | 

not ſo much reall controverſies, where there is | | 
a keeping cloſe to a forme of ſound and whol- | 
| ſome words (for that will xcepe off thoſe) bur | 
| | they are verball controverſigs: Now I fay | 
| thoſe controverhies would be prevented, if a | 
forme of ſound and wholſome words were had | 
in the Church carefully,and ſo as that ir might | 
| be publiquely and generally knowne ; for then | 
| ' men know one anothers language,in what ſenſe | 
| they ſpeake, and how they uſe words : for the 
grcateſt differences that are amongſt us,arc be- 
| cauſe that men underſtand not one another,the 
| language of Babel is ſtill retained among us, ſo | 
| as we underſtand not one another, and there- | 
| fore we differ : as about juſtification by faith, | 

| one takes it in one {enſe and another in another 
| ſenſe, and ſo it makes them differ and jangle | 
one againſt another, when indeed jr is but the | 


difference of words: fo that I lay, whoever | 
will 


— 
— 


— 


C— aye = 3a 
” o — — 


XUM | 


N- 


| words, leading to the knowledge of things 


Er 
—— 


4 IntroduStion to the bady of Divinity. | «x1 


—n— Aur. 
— 


upo_——— _————— ND > — 


will take a view of the many controverlics that 
arc, he ſhall finde, that the greateſt part by far 


ſound and wholiome words. cſtabliſted and 


—_—— 


deterniine and limit the uſe of words, in which 
they are to be taken, and men ſhould be bound 
to ule them that way (checiay when they 
{pcake controverlially and exadly)and nor in 
another way, which alone breeds diſlentions 


and controvertlics. 


3- This would not onely be a bard and a 


barre (as I have already ſhewed) bur a key< Ir 
would be a very excellent key of the underſtand- 
me, to increale and facilitate a mans apprehen- 
ſion and underſtanding of all particular truths, 
If a man were but well acquainted with a form 


are but miſtakes of words; which a forme of 


ſertled in the Church, and publiquely knowne, | 
would exceedingly prevent: for that would ' 


of ſound and wholſome words for the maine 
truths, it would lead him (as it were) by the 
hand to the underſtanding of other truths more 
remote from the foundation ; he aa, 4a grow 


and arrive to the knowledge of themybeing led 


(as it were) by a divine light, from that light 
hee hath by a forme of ſound and wholſome 
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' which are more obſcure and remote,” advan- 


when they lye fingle, they doe not glow or 
H 2 


cing and wondetfully helping the underſtand- 
ing,if there were nothing elſe: For it is in this 
caſc with truths as it is with coales : coales 


ſhine 


In A, 


Akey o'un- 
deuſta nding. 
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Sz xm.l[l. | ſhine and heat men; but when they lye toge- 


atebbifon | 
| mory- | | 


— 


ther, the very lying together doth increaſe ihe * 
life and w_ of every one of them: and fo the | 
| ound and wholeſome words, he that | 


body of 
underſtandeth them, that very underſtanding 


and comprehending of them all together, it 


giveth light to other truths; whereas it men 
would take them ſingle, without that borrow- | 
ed light it receives trom another, they would | 
bemoreobſcure. There is nothing doth more | 


| 


facilitate the underſtanding, than to have a | 
forme ; the very comprehending and having | 
ofthemin a mans eye and memory, it will help | 
kim, and guide him to underſtand every other | 
particulartruth, hee having all of themin one | 
forme, which would not be ſo cleare of them- | 
{clves alone, as they are all together; and for | 
all others that are deducible from them, bur | 
farther remote, it will facilicate a mans under- | 
| _ of them. 
4. Againe,it will not only be a key to open 
' the underſtanding, but a /ocke alſo to locke wp the 
| memory, to keepe the treaſury of the memory | 
' faſtand ſafe. There is nothing in the world | 
' doth helpe memory more than method and or- | 
; der, and to have things (as I ſaid before) com- 
| prehended in a forme, intirely colleQted and | 
aptly digeſted, I ſay to have an vonimwrr: it 
would exceedingly helpe the memory and it 
for two reaſons. 
| 1. Becauſc, whatcycr belps the under landing, 
muſt 
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muſt needs helye the memory :; A man doth not 
remember thoſe things that are obſcure ; thoſe 


ſtanding perceives not well, the memory clo- 
ſer not withall : for that which is lockrup in 
the memory, muſt enter in by the doore of the 
underſtanding, or elſe it will never ger inthe 
inncrtreaſury of the memory ; and that which 
is a key tohelpe the underſtanding, will bee a 
lock to helpthe memory. 

2. Becauſe of the harmony and ſympathy that 
| one truth hath with another. It doth wonder- 
| fully help che memory, if a man doth but catch 
any one thing for the whole, tor by that hee 
hath a hold-falt to catch alſo any other parti- 
cular that he hath loft; if his memory catch 
one particular, that will helpe to bring all che 
reſt.” As for inſtance, if 4man havea chaine'of 
many linkes, though he let goe many of them, 
 yetit he hold faſt any one. of them, that will 

draw all the reſt up againe : ſo-if a man hath 
| gotten a form of divine rruths linked cogether, 
| aptly digeſted, if his metnory let-{lip one link, 
| and another linke, yet if he doe remember bur 
any one particular, that one linke will helpe to 
draw'in all therefbagaine, i 1 1 1 
s, Aforme of found and wholſomeiwwords 
{ had, will bee 4 nonderfull belpe at all times to a 
Chriſtian, inthe knowledge he ſhould have of 
any divine truths, - I ſhall inſtance oncly in 
two. | | 
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things in reading or hearing, which the under-, 
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1. A man thall exceedingly much more pro- 
by others then he doth. Suppole a Chriſtian 
come to hearc the word of God, heare a Ser- | 
mon, this Mymiſter or the other: Miniſter, het 
us put the difference thus; there'comes onethar | 
| is a Mecre ſtranger ro theſe truths, all that-1s | 
ſpoken will be novelty to him: bur there is an- | 
other.comes,- who hath the grounds of lieligi- | 
| on laid in him, thar hath in his alindeand me-; 


' mory a forme of ſound and whollome words ; 
| this man will be able to profit more-by a Ser- 


| 


{ 


mon, than the other that comes ina ſtranger | 
upon a ſudaen tot, having no former grounds: | 
As before a dyc that is perte&t and durable | 
there muſt be ſome preparative that makes the | 


ground, (if you would have it a good colour) 
if you. put your cloth to reccive tat firſt,,, the 
firſt tincture (though it be that which will pro- 
perly give the dye) will not doe it, if thar it be 
not prepared before; ſo it is inthiscaſc, if a 


| man have not ſome forme of ſound and whol- 
ſome words,if a man have.not laid ſome foun-:! 
dation, all things will-be like an 1land in the | 


{ea, and he cannot come neer itto comprehend 
it: Burtif he have laid a ground-work before, 


he can reduce what he heares to, that, and fo. 


by the helpe of it, ftanding upon his forme as 
on his bottome, hee can come to reach and 


comprehend all other particulars. 


2. It helpes aman (to mention no more): as . . 


to profit by others, 1o co be profitable zo others ; 


and 
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and this is a thing which concernes not onely $ x x; II, 
Miniſters, whole office it 15s to teach and in- | 
ſtruc others ; but it alſo. concernes every one | 
 inthcir place, thou ſhalt reach thy children, and 
thy family, Deut:1 1.15. 'Thereis ſome reaching | 
and ſome conveyance which every Chriſtian | 
is bound unto in their place, Now how ſhall | 
| any man teach, that hath not learned ? He that | 
never wasin a hap, cannot ſet up at firſt upon 
' the ſcore, but hee muſt have ſomething ot his 
owne: and-1it is impoihble for him to teach ' 
| another well, that hath not himiclte tome ac- 
| quaintance with the platforme of ſound and | 
whollome words, that hath not taken ſome | 
paines, and made tome progreſlc in that, it will | 


— 


—_—_— 


— 


| be impoſſible to teach, I ſay (at leaſt) judici- | 


outly,or profitably ro convey any thing to an- | 

other. | But this now if a man had, it would be | 

a continuall treaſury, aſtore-houſe to furniſh | 

a man on all occafions, to bee communicable | 
profitably to others, and withall not make any | 

| diminution at all of his owne ſtore, but rather | 

| adde toand increaſe it. 

To come now to the Application, Application. 

There be two things that I intend to doe in | 


| the application of this point. | 


Firſt to draw thoſe inferences out of it (ac- 
| cording to my ordinary courſe of application) 
which naturally ariſc trom the confideration | 


: 


of the point : and that being done, | 
In the {ccond place to take the limit and oc- | 
Caſion * 


— 
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EImme—— 


Sznxm, Il. ' caſron (for you know I take this textto be as a 
| porch and entrance to the diſcourſe that I de-lifl 
| lire to proſecute) to acquaint you in the gene- | 
' rall with the whole plattorme, to carry it as it | 

were over the ſtage, which it God grant life| 
and liberty, (which 1 doe not promiſe) I in- 
tend to goc thorow : only betore I will ac- 
' quaint you generally, I ſay, with the whole 
Ceuerall. | view and proſpeR, (as it were) as. Moſes he hada i | 
proſpe@ of the land of Canaan from mount | 
| Nebo : ſo though happely I ſhall not live to bo W | 
abletocarry you to all the particulars in the 
; whole platforme ; yet to {et you (as it were) in| 
ſight, to carry you onthe mount, to let you {ce 
the view 4 S&ſcription of all that which I 
intend to goc thorow, if God give ability and 
* | life: which thing I- conceive will bee very 
uſefull and profitable to make way to that 

; which I intend to handle in the particulars: 

| but I ſhall purpoſely omit this till the next! 

| time, and only tor preſent diſpatch the gene- 

| rall application. And in a word there be theſe; 

' three things I ſhall inferre hence. 

Iulifeation of | 1+» Here isa juſtification of the obſervers of | 

overversof | this Rule,and har is, | 

he 1. Of perſons, whether, Paul, or Timothy, 

ther Pad,Taw- | Or the Church, If this be ſo, then this juſtifi- | 

#y,or he eth the wiſedome, and fidelity, and zeale of all the 


| 

{ 

| 

| 

| 

t urch. | 
"O" Churches of God, and all godly men, * au/ and p 
4 

( 


Timothy, and others in all times, that have been 
| | earcfull to eſtabliſh and preſerye the forme of 
ſound 
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receive no tinure of any corruption, But(as 
the Apoſtle /ude giveth an jntimation, ( and 
anirem to Chriſtians) did contend for the faith 
once received, Secondly, of the manner of obſcr- 
ving of it, for this hath beene the care of the 
godly in all times , who have beenecaretullto 
walke accotding t9 this rule, and bave had 
| plat-formes, and that in many kinds. I will 
| give ſome taſte of ſome few in a word : It 
| hath beene more publikely obſerved in their 
Creeds and Confeſſions : Hence it was that 
the Church of God did gather together, and 
compileasit were ina bundle,in the ſhort com- 
paſſe of the Creed>the ſumme of faith, as che 
epirome of thoſe things they belceved, and 
the ground worke ofthbſe things that are ro 
be belceved as neceſſary ro (alvation (accor- 
| ding tothe meaſure of thoſe times, and the 
| light and growth of thoſe times ) judiciouſly 
and exa&ly : for it is not tobe ſuppoſed that 
the Apoſtles themſelves did it , but. ſome 
Others. And this hath beene the ground, that 


there is no Churchof God, but generally hath 
had , and uſually have their confeſons of 
faith, the ſumme of whar they profeſie in 


ſound and wholeſome words, that it might Sr R.IL 


| W 


Mannee 
wherh:rby: 


PublitCreeds, 
Coafcſhoas, 


their do&rines of Religion compiled toge- 
ther in ſo many articles, as their wiſedome 
thought meer, to comprehend the moſt nece(- 
ſaries in, and ſo todiſcharge that which the 
Apoſtle ;njoynes them, to preſerve a forme 


of ſound words . More PR it hath beede | ings for, 


__ 


Privace wris; 


— —— 


| 


CCC 


Str.11 


Vnlearncd in 
Cartechilmcs, 


Learredina 
Body of Dk 
nity. 


Reprehenſion 
of 


Perficzoul 
| neflc, 


| of all-<be Churches publitcly aad privacly, 


The forme of wboleſame Words, or an 


the care ot men, (and acommendable care) 
according to this rule to deliver a forme of 
(ound words, bath to unlearneq and beginners 
id a way Of Catechifme, expreſſing the fun- 
damenrall. things of Religion to che uglear- 
ned.; and ina ſ/temaricalway forthe learned 
proficients ,to compole a body of Divinity, in 
as rarrow a compalle of ſub Rantuall, aud pj 
chy iprincip/es, from the top, tothe bor- 
tOneas they could. This bath beene the Care 


they- have diſcharged thew. fidelity in this 
charges by their fairhfuil, care, thar there 
might be ſtill preſerved and keptinthe Churgh 
of God, a forme of ſound and wholeſome 
words: And-it hath.it deen their wiſedome to 
doe it, for by this care they bayc: nor onely 
buileup the godly with a trowell in ore hard 
a$ it were, and withall,as with a ſword didcur 
downe, and ſtop rhe gap by which hc:eſies 
would creepe In;andit hath beene their praiſe to 
do'it with ze/e:it it be fuch.a ſacred depoſi- 
tum,(uch a choiſe jewell,they arenot (at leaſt) 

tobe blamed that Sacrifice themſelves for ir, 
who way as Pavid,ſay, The zeale of thy houſe hath | 
exten ws =p : rhat have ſpent themſelves in de. 


fence of it, from all errors, and berefies whar 


ſoever. 


2: Butthen ſecondly , this may bea juſt re- 
prebenfion to all, that either 
1; Perfidiouſly deale with the truth , inſtead | 
of raking care to preſerve {ound truths, doe 
| ſir 


- 


XUM 


[ 
! 


| 


-| briefly, and that in this order, 


| and doings, which the Apoſtle ſers fo high a 
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fr upon their desks , and bear their heads ih 
ſtudying, how they may cunntovgly pervert 
' ſound and wholſome truths ; and bow they 
| may bring in darke errours and corruptions to 
| poyſon the people of Ged, inftead of whok [ 
ſome and ſound words , uſe a poiſonou lan- 
guage :This reproves their perfidiouſnes: they 
are far from this : or, | 


2. They that negle# this , any that have bir | Negligence. 


to0 remifle, rhough rhey have nor bin pr 

ous ,and yet even in this cauſe, as the Lawyer 

ſpeakes, /ats negligentia dolms ejt: He' that is 
| groſſely negligent (though he gonoe further) 
| 1 fay he thar is groſlely negligent, it argues 
| there is foule play ; when heis ſo negligent, 
that he winks and lets all corruptions creepe 
in, he cannot butbe perfidious : He that is 
negligent is juſtly reprovable. I mighr take 
a here to reprove the follyand popliciry 
of weake Chriſtians and ordinary people, that | - 
thinke all this to be but ſuperfluous care 


Folly. 


price on, and is fo frequent in preſſing 7;ms- 
thy to bave a care of, 

3. Bur in the third place; This may bea 
ground of exhortation: And becauſe the time 
hath prevented me, I (hall but expreſle them 


1. Humbly to the Church, 
3 2. Tothe Miniſtry. 


3. To every Chriſtian. | + | 
1. Firſt, Imighe -- ſuggeſt here to | 
2 


the | 


CO I EO OE OO ern ere — o—_ 


_— — O'S” OO om io 


Exbortation 
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SrR.[1, | be Church, that they would take Care ; that 

The ——_ there might be a ſpeciall and choyſe care taken, | 

To takeeare | £O Provide a forme of ſound and wholeſome 

| words, notonely for learners in generall, but 
For learners. ||; 1 threefold ranke : It would be neceſſary to 

be done in three rankes and degrees , as there 

be three rankes of perſons : which is nor mine 

owne, butthe Apoſtle /oþns diſtinRion, which 

[noted before, and will make uſe of now. 

The Apoſtle /ohn rabkes men into 3 ſorts. 

1 702, There be 

, 1. Little children, or babes, 

| ' 2, Toung men! 3, Fathers. 

And according to theſe for inſtication & in- 
ttruQion, it would be neceſſary to have ſeverall 
diſtin& formes, of ſound words for all theſe. 
ads, 1. For the infliturion of children , babes, be- 

_ | ginnersin Chriſt, the firſt Catecbiſmeof the 
loweſt forme ; which ſhould be ſuch as ſhould 
comprehend onely the plaine, and neceſſary, 
and ſaving truths, and goe io further ,but for- 
bearc all medling with the knowledge of other 
Leuths. It is enough for them not to be over 
burthened; ir is better itthey ſucke bur the 
milke that will nouriſh them to eternall life, 
| they being capable but of milke, and being 
bur babes in Chriſt, 

Youngmen, 2. There muft be another platforme more 

full ond large, ( for men will not be alwaies chil. 

| dren, not alwayes babes, not alwayes fed 
with milke; they will in time be young men, 

| and they muſt have ſtronger meate,) they | 

muſt 


—”—_ WO 


— 4 4 —_ 


XUM 


CITI 


| know, judiciouſly and foundly , and: ſoberly 
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muſt have a more full forme,and patterne,com- 
prehending not only theſe things that are «b- 
_— and immediately neceſſary to ſalvation, 
ut ſuch as have a kinde of connexion with 
thoſe that are necefary; ſuch as are necre of 
kinne to them: and ſo to enlarge the bounds 
and pale of the Catechiſme,according as their 
capacities are enlarged. 
3+ Men grow ſti!!, and they are nOt at a ftan- 
ding ſtate, they come to be Fathers, there is a 


riſe 2nd growth: young men may get ſtrength! 
by fuch a middle Catechiſme , that compre- 
hends all the neceſſaries, and ſomething more 
then that which is abſolutely neceffary, for 
further improvement:Bur there is a third ranck 
of fathers, who are growne to the greateſt 
perfetion, that ofdinarily Chriſtians may 
= ro, who are to have, not only for them- 
elves, but fot others, as parents to convey to- 
their Children and Families; and therefore 
for theſe,there onght to ve a fuller and a complea- 
ter f1rm,that may have a compleatneſle in many 
other things,which rhough ir be not abſolute. 
lynecefſary for the ſecond ranck, or this (abſo 


'urely I ſay)yet it is very-profirable and ofeſu]! | 


in this third degree. Now as there ſhou'd bee 
had a plat-frrme for learners in theſe three 
rancks ; ſo there ſhould be a plat-forme for tea- 
chers, for Miniſters of' the 'Word:: If there' 
were ſuch a full and compleat forme of Divini- 
ty, as comprehends enough for Miniſters to 


G1 


Se. LL.| 
| 


Fathers. 


3 com- 
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SER, 11. |compoſed, it would be an excellent eſtabliſh- 
ment and (ctling of all men in the right way ; | 
it would exceedingly advance all rholc other [ 
ends (which I mentioned before) for which 
this is profitable ; hereby would appeare more | 
clearely, ſome things that were more obſcure | 
before. | | 
Caution; 2, Let me adthis Caution, which js, that this | | 
had need to be done, 
"Pie" 1. With the greateſt Choice of abilitics and | 
Choyee. parts ; the moſt grave,the moſt pious,the moſt | 
judicious had need to be employed about the | | 
compoſure of this forme : It is not enough for | 

{ 

| 

( 

| 


[ 


{ - - W 
every private man to contribute his owne pti- 
vate forme, bur it muſt bee with the publike 
judgement, and currant conſent of the moſt an- 
cient, and of beſt worth in the Church of God, 
and thereby ir will (as it ſhould) bee done a 
great deale more uſefull, and ſubſtantiall. 
Cloſe, 2, Every one muſt keepe cloſe to the paxterne 
and language of the Spirit of God, to deliver, a; \ 
neere as poſſibly he may, thoſe things that are 
to be converted tothe Church of God, accor. | 
ding tothe language ofthe ſpiritof God, that 
nothing may be delivered but the Oracles of 
God, and in the language of Gods Oracles. 
\ 
f 
( 
| 


3. That there ſhould be no peremprory preſſing | 
| and urging of everyone to all the particulars : It 15 e- 

'nough that amanreceivethe Body,and agree & | 
; profeſſe the lame maine body of truths ; there | 
| ſhould not be atyrannicall preſſing every man | 
; to hold all the particulars, butall tenderneſſe 
| muſt | 


| Chatirable, 


Xun * 


_ be aſed in the Church as by amorher. 

4- Fourtbly chat theſetbings what ever they 
arc, they muſt not be alwayes of a perpet ua/l tenour ; 
' Though they ſhould not belightly changed, 
yet they (hould not be uncheangeable, butchere 
(hculd be rome for more: And itve'e not a- 
miſle chat ſuch things ſhould be ofren imprin- 
ted, and at every.1eprinting there might be a 
reviling of it, by rhe moſt learned and© ninenr, 
that there might be (if need were.) an Epidops, 
a con inuati4gr'owrh and encreaſc ot light, as 
indeed there 1s: for ft inſtance there is a great 
deale more lightin theſe times, then there-was 
an bundred yeares agoe, at che begianing, at the 
dawning of the dayofreformarion: And there- 
fore what ever was done then, though they 
did it with cheir be{t wits and: abiliries, yer it 
is. bur weake in compariſon of tho'e times : 
Though that wee be but childrenrochem, yer 
by Ganding upon their (houlders wee may ad- 
vance and further Our (elves to ſee further then 
theyz And fee in proportion time aftcr time, 
there ſhou'd be a labouring co make it more 
accurate, c'care, avd perſpicucus; ard to cor. 
re and reifie ſomeof them that may ſerve 
and did'(1ipa little for want of light; and in a 
word, to make uſe of thoſe gifts witica God is 


. | pleaſed ro vovehſafe to communicare- to his 


Church more and more every day z'by verruc 
of wh'ch they may doe more then: others that 
have gone before. 


2. And in the ſecond place (to paſſe from 
our 
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SER, 11, | our bumble exhortation te the Church ) flr 
v Miniſters , this might bee an exhortation to 
Minifterst® | them, that as they ſhould take care of all o- 
ther parts of Divinity, ſo they ſhould take 
care of this, to grownd themſelves in, and wich- 
all, communicate to others, 4 forme of ſound and 
wholeſome Words : not words only, but whole- 
ſome words, and a formof wholeſome words , 
to load the people through the maine things, 
not one, butall : rodeliver the whole truth of 
God, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, though in ſome- 
what a different ſence. Time bath prevented 
me : in aword therefore, there be three wayes 
of miniſteriall exerciſe, (as I bumbly conceive) 
which might be moſt adyanragious and uſefull 
' - [if theywereuſed. 
Expound, | 1, The firſt thing that I would have done, 
which might be exceedingly uſcfull (though 
not ſo well regarded) is, a courſe of t 
meere and bare Expoſition of Scripture , to 
goe through a whole Chaprer, or fome 
pp of ir, and ſo to explicate it , and de- 
iver the full ſumme : It would bee wonder. 
full profirable and neceſſary, to acquaint the 
people with the whole Chapter, and the 
maine ſcope and principall things that are 
in it, and goe no further , not to deſcend 
into every particular In it, onely by this in- 
terpreration to make the people acquainred 
with the Scripture. This indeed is the loweſk 
degree. 
2. Andthen there is another thing which 
[ 
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[knowne (which we now intcnd) and that is a- 


nother way» ”y 
| 3: Bur then there comes in/4 third thing, as 


the firſt ſhould comprehend the explanation 
of the Scriptures; and the ſecond ſhould be 


| for all the, dodrinals ;ſo if there werea.third 
| all the exemplary hiftoricall parts. of the $rripture, 
pat by part,treating'in them not of every par- 
ticular part of the Text, but of the moſt re- 
markable examples; in them « As., how:God 
hath governed and preſcryed (by; bis: provi- 


dence the Church inallages fromthe very be- 
__ of the world till the food, and from 
that till the- promulgatiqn/ of 4he Law; and 
from that till rhe building of the Temple; and 
ſo till the Nativity of Chrifts and, fo carrying 
all along, this would be an admirable thing to 


ſtrengrhen religion, by ſeeing how God id all 
ages hath managed bis Churchy how he/hath, 
gone along with it, and, ſupported his truth, | 
and ſhewed his goodnes: and mercy ina ſweet 
and gracious way : and fo in all the Scripture 
to marke out all the 'fingulax paſſages. and cx- 


I would have them: to doe, to take another Sx x. 11, 
courſe like that of our s, viz, preaching wpon ſe. | ExpcRvion, 
rerel rexts, and (cverall points, but yet ſo as 
thelc ſeverall points might hold conncxion, ro 
bemade up in # body of Diyinity, for the 
comprehenſion of all things neceſſary to be 


thing added, which is acowrſe to comprehend 


'amplcs of Gods providence, Theic would be 
" beſt 


K 


Dozmaticall, | 


Hiſtor icall 
cruths, 


mg nm me 
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'Se x. [1, | beſtaltogether, although every one of them 
be good in particular. 

3. Toallprivate Chriftians : this may force | 
| them to their duty ; the exhortation that I 
| ſhould prefſe on them, ſhould bee in a word, 


| | that 
' Privare Chri- | 1 . They would not thinke this to be a thing 
| Minute out of their ſphcare and walke, and therefore 


that they would labour, and aime nor oncly to 
Force rs dury. | have ſome ſcramblings and ſcrapings , fome 

broken ends of knowl ge; to harp upon this 
| point, and that point ; But to labour and trive| 
to CORES the knowledg of a form of ſound 
| 'and wholſome words, to the whole body and 
| trame of Divinity (ar leaſt) according to their 
capacities;evety one according to their form : 
If he bea child in yeeres, and apprehenſion to 
have the loweſt kind, labour to come to the 
loweſt form : and ſo'for yohg men,and fathers 
to.catry it alofig through all degrees : So rhar 
| let no Chriſtian thinke this withour the com-. 
; paſſe of his dury ,/ 6r anprofitable for him, for 
| he ſhall gaine by iraboundance of benefit and: 


profit : He may gaine all the benefit I menti- 
oned befote ; It will help his underſtanding, 
and his memory, and hisperformance of duty, 
m:ke him recaivemore profit by others, and 
| make him'more profitable unto others, it will 
everyway advantage him : (of 

Fear no diff s. And let no niin thinke that there i5 an! 
|Faley. impoſribility in ix for him, andthatitts __— | 
the | 
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that God hath vouchſafed us in letting us have 
the Goſpel; he hath vouchſafed more cxtraor- 
ditizry wayes of knowledg in ourtimes;than 
in any other: As itis with trees, they arc ſo-nc- 
time ſo laden with fruits, that they doc even 
bow downe to the Sroungageine” ſo as that a 
child may gather from them : God hath'ſo fil- 
led this age with knowledge, and fo plentiful- 
ly vouchlafed it, that it bowes downe, that it 
offers it ſelfe tous, and that ſo familiarly and 
facily, that none of ordinary capacity(it being 
in our owne language and tongue) but may at- 
tainc unto it, even children: : and 'withall the 
difficulty will be taken off, if we confider, that 
it is not requiredin the higheſt degree, bur ac- 
cording to the degree and capacity of every 
one ; God doth not require the bigheſtforme | 
of thoſe that are of the loweſt ; but onely the 
higheſt of the high, and the low of the Tow ca- 
pacity : And there is no Chriſtian, but in ſome 
form orother;arleaft;is capable of it : Tt won 
worth the while therefore to ſet &- 
| bout it,to labourto attain the ſumme of divine 
| truths, and to carry it as a rich treaſureabout 
us ; to make vs exquitite for every praſtile 


| and diſcoyrſe. 
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the learned; For befides that ordinary bleiing [S's x, 11, 
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| 2 TIMOTHY. L, 1314 | 
Hold fait the form of ſound words, 
which thou haſt heard of me_, in 
faub and love which u in (/briſt 
7 ef HS. | 
| That good thing, which was commut- | 
ted'to thee, keep, by the boly Ghoſt | 
which dvelleth 1 1n Hs, 


Ee obſerved outof theſc words, 
-one main point,viz. [t is 4 matter 
Ya of high concernment for all to have, | 

/; td mas keep. cautiouſly , as 4 ſacred | 
| uny,a6,6 rich treaſure fer | 
of —_— and i mor _ in Divine, and funds | 
mentall truths eſperially.We have diſpatched the ; 
| ; explication,and confirmation,and application. i 
\ Fherc xemaines nothing now, but that which 


I promiſed to diſcharge; viz. to acquaint you | | 
accor- | 


——— —— 
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| | that will be abſolutely perfefF, or that will war- | 
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according to this rule, and my preſent ſcope, Szx. I1L 
( it bcing my purpoſe ro enter on a form of 

| ſound and wholſome words, even to compre- | 

kend the whole body of Divinity, at leaſt the 
ſubſtantiall and maiac truths, that are neceſſa- 
ry-to be known and beleeved to ſalvation : 
but) before I enter intoany particulars, which 

will be ſeverall and many, I will give youat | 
ficſt aproſpeR of all, a generall delineation of 
the whole compaſle and courſe, which if God | | 
permit life,and liberty,I intend to go through: 
I was at a ſtay along while with my ſelf whe- 
ther I ſhould do ir or. no, their ſceming- no 
beauty or profitableneſlſe in a meer beholding 
of a bare Skeleton, a naked anatomy of the 
ſumme of Religion: But I conſider with my 
ſelfe that we ſpend many houres, houres after 
houres, week after week here in Gods houſe, 
and if we do ſpend this houre in this way, it 
will be opere preezuans worth the while, as I con- 
ceive for many reſpes which I will not now | Premiſe. 
enter into-bur leave to the confideration of 0- | 

thers, and therefore as I promiſed to doe ir, ſo. &*crs'ls 
I now intend it. I will only premiſe thoſe two. 
things. 

Is I do nor undertake,nor you muſt not ex-/ Nothing, 
pe@ that I, ſhould preſume ro deliver any thing! |. 2 


rant perfe4; there being many dane in this Formatrer, | 
nature of this kind alrcady ; and the Church 


of God having aboundance of help-and far- 
| K 


3 therance 


—— 
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| vice of Godin the courſe of the Miniſtery , it 
was one of the firſt things that IT did bethink | 
my ſelf on,ſuch a frame : and had digeſted and | 


theraace this way ; & q»#t capics, ror ſextentie, 
ſo many men , {0 many minds , and {o many 
formes : 

There be ſome different rankes of men, their 
being ſome /cading men, and ſome followers : As 
in a lock there is a Ramine, or a Weather,that 
is as it were a leader among the reſt : ſome are 
leading, and ſome arc __ men; and 
there 1s ſcarce any man that hath any parts, 
( though not to be a leader, yet not to be a fol- 
lower: ameecr follower ) but will digeft his 
owne forme, and caſt it in his owne mould ,and 
go his owne way : butI conceive there is no 
oftcacc in regard of the thing, for any or every 
one to contribute what he hath in him to the 
publike | z and uſe his owne courſe, accor- 
ding to kis proportion, though there may be 
diftcreacc in the forms,and particulars, where 
there is a conſ{entancous agreement in the ſub- 
ſtancc and maine : this I premiſe in generall, 

2. But more particularly conſcrning that: 
forme I intend now to ſpeak of, 1 thall defire 
to acquaint you thus much. j 

1. It isa frame that I digeſted many years a- 
goc. The truth is, when firſt entred onthe ſer- 


L intend now to preſent, I thought to have un-| 
dertakenit from time to time, but ſome paſſa- | 


ordered for ſubftance according to that,which | 
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leaſt) for ordinary people , who are not capa 
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= of Gods Providence hindered me. And San, I, 
my intention was then, and is now-to pro- | 

pound it, not in a way of «rtificia# merhod accu- Burin wry. 
rately ; bur ratherin a prudevtiall way, ſuch as Procniialy: 
may be more beneficiall foruſe, though not 

ſo accurate for art: For I confider with my 

ſelfe, that the greateſt part of men whom [I ; 

have to deale withall inthe tratation of it, ate 
vulgar people, which are not ſuch as are capa- 
ble of a moſt accurate form : nor cannor dif- 
cern of it,neither wil it ſuit with them: For this 
is the difference between an 4rtifiria/l method, * 
and a prudentiall method; between a method 0 
art, and a method of prudence, as the Maſters 
of Logick ſpeak in this caſe. 

An artificiall method propounds all homegeni- 
alls, nothing but that which is dire4ly be- 
longing to that art , or DoQrine that is deli- 
vered, and that intrinſecally and ſubſtantially 
to make it up: it propounds nothing but ſuch ; 
admirs of no hezterogenialls , nothing bur that 
which is within the compaſſe of that do@trine: 
it cuts ofall others, and withall keeps a down |. 
right order, a down right method,handling the 
moſt generall things firſt, and the moſt ſpeci- 
all things after, by a ſtraight line, cutring (as 
it omnar athreed. Now this I ſee might not 
altogether be ſo profitable, and fo uſefull (ar! 


| 


| 


= 
- 


« - _ being able _ = = 
nialls and homoegenialls, ncither 
am ds 
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1 in ſuck a uſcfull way as Chriftian prudence 


indeed what is form, or what not. And there- 
fore I chooſe rather togoc ina prudentiallnay : 
for I will not decline many hetterogenialls,) 
' though I will not mention many, (becaulc for 
mince owne 'part I do not think, that they be- 
long ſo properly to Divinity or Theology in 
a rigged conſideration) but ſuch as are ulctull 
for Chriſtians to know ( though they bee not 
ſo artificiall ) and onely thoſe, though I ſay 
they make not ſo much for method and 'art, 
for I have nor ſuch a deſire to keep fo curi- 
F ouſly to a perfet method ; all that I ſhall aime | 
| at,is , to propound things both for the ſub- | 
Ktanccof them, in the paiticulars contained ] 
under them; and for the method of the things, | 


ſhallacknowledge to be ſo, and ſuch as may 
be profitable for the Church of God. 

2+ I ſhall adde but another thing, which I 
deſire to give an account of; I ſhall propound 
itinſuch a way, as may be accommodable to 
all thoſe ſeygrall rankes, or formes , whether 
of teachers, or learners; that I mentioned be- 
fore, ſothat it may becither briefly contraBied 
into a narrow compaſlle for children and be- 
ginners, who have but narrow capacities: or 
a liztle larger for young men : or wore fully and 
compleatly for Fathers : as occaſion ſhall ſerve : 
I ſhall-goc ina middle methodicall way; in 
ſucha way, as may bc agree to apy of theſe 
| formes, | 
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| 3: Laſtly, this is all 1will ſay concerning 
it, andall rhat I will premiſe concerning ir, 
(though I can ſay no great matter) to: recom- 


mend the form that I ſhall propound; and have 
no intention nor thought ro- prefle it on any 


; man, but let every man doe according to the 


nature of their apprehenſion in the degree of 
their education wherein they have been nour- 
tered, and to which they have beene brought 
up already. I will only give this gencrall rule, 
any forme us better than no forme © any tolerable 


| forme, though indifferent, or defettive in ſome 


——r— 


| materials, and in a methodicall way, yet-iF it 


keepe cloſe to any tolerable forme, itis better 


| thanno forme, and it may ſerve him in man 
' things uſefully, though not altogether ſo well 


aSif it were better : [This I will fay concerning 
my owne in humility, that whoſoever conſ1- 
ders it with judgement, ſhall finde thus much, 


 thatit is moxe comprehenfive(as far as I know) 


than ever any yet that hath becne preſented ; 
though I have ſecne and peruſed a great:many, 


- and that ofthe beſt note and worth that as yer 


the Church of God hath extent : and I con- 
ceive, if they doe view, and conſider, and take 
meaſure of the compalle of it, will finde that it 
containes more than any. Iwill inſtance only 


. | in one obſervation that may give ſome light to 


this : I have alwayes apprehended thar it is a 


' very good way (though it bee ſomewhat de- 


| 


tetive among the Proteſtant Writers, who 
L have 


| 


Ser. ll. 


An- forme i; 
Toleradle, 
thoug » 


Indifterent. 


this 15 
Dittcreme. 


| Comprehen- 
ſive. 
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Ser, Ul, | bave not comprehendedidivers of thoſc things | 
| of the Schoolmen that were g:eat tcarchers in 
| Divinity, however their faults aud tailings 
| were, -and/however they: were in the blinget 
| | and darkeſt rimes;and therefore 1 have nothing 
'to ſay for the magnifying or juſtitying of 
| them: yer I delire togoe in a middle remper, 
which may not only compichend thoſe things 
which ordinarily we know, but take ia likewile 
thoſe things of the Schooles , (Scholaſticall 
| things which arc of uſe) which [ ſay I have e-, 
| ver apprehended would be a very good way, 
' and of very much uſc and purpoſe: Now you 
ſhall finde that all tlie doctrincs belonging eci- | 
ther to ſpeculative Divinity, and to ſearchi 
Divinity in the Schooles, or clle ts practiic 
Divinity:; I ſay you ſhall! finde more of them | 
as I conceive in this: platform, that I ſhall now | 
ſuggeſt, than in any that I yetſaw : to which 
premifing only one thing more, I, thall come, | 
I premiſe therefore, and I hope that no man | 
will expe& or thinke that I preſume I ſhall 
proſecute it, but only 1 deſire to diſcharge my. 
duty according to that meaſure of (trength and 
life that the Lord ſhall vouchſafe me : which 
makes me doethat I now-intend, viz. ta give 
| you a briefe delineation of all. But I dcfire 
you not toexpeR that this can bee done with 
any mixture of pleaſure, or that it will be over 
cakes or over facile to apprehend; only I ſhall | 


| now rup briefly thorow the whole: as if a man 
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| of a man, without cither skin or fleſh, there is 
no beauty or plcaſantneſle in ſuch a fight, yet 
there are all the ſubſtantials whereof the body 
| is made, there are the bones that arethe very 
upholders of the fabricke ot the body: or as it | 
' was in the caſc of Ezetielr vifion, when he was | 
 carricd into a field, where there was nothing. 
' but dry bones , there was no beauty in that | 
' fight : but che beaury was afterward, when 
thoſe bones began to ſtir and move, and came | 
every one to thcir place, and did cloſc up with 
the fleſh, and the {pitit of life came anthem, 
then it was a beautifult ſight... 'S&now here im 
the mecre naked demonſtration of the thihg, 
you muſt not looke (ncither indeed is it- pro-, 


| proces witly that apprehenſton)thar'it ſhoule 


very dolightfull;or tharrhere ſhould beany 


thing init tomovethatway: burracher mgcr-/ 


ly tor the profit of it: becauſe itmay be agood | 
guide fot the comprehending, |an going-on' 
with throngh all. As if:/a ann be ina journey, 
and:hath his.compaſſe with him, 'by»whichthe | 
may know where he'is ; it is but only for pro- / 
fir, and therefored hope men will beare with | 
that,diſpetſewittothe other; viz. pleaſantne(ſe: | 
though it feome bur roughro proponad meer- | 
ly naked bones, without ain hn or come- | 
lineſle. CES. | 

Now briefly to preſent'the frame.that I am | 
to goe through. I told you that long agoe T | 

L 2 madc 
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ſhould preſent you with the Scelleron or body | $ #8, 111, 
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SE R.1II., madethe frame; atd then I intended to make" 
| the frame ſo, to order it ſo, as to bring it witl- | 


Front ſpice. 
4 


Happineſle. 


—_—— 
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| inthe compaſle of fifry two heads, thar is one 
| for cvery Lords day in the yeare: or if a man 
| would make briefer diſpatch ot it, hee might 
take two of fourc heads at a time, and ſo goc 
_ the whole in lefle time. I ſhall pro-| 
pound it the-ſame way. 

There be: but two things. by. which I- ſhall. 
make the diviſion of the modell or frame. 

1. Thercis firſt of all a frontiſpice, or porch < | 
and, 
| , Secondly, there isthe fabricke. it ſcelfe, the, 
| whole pile andedifice.. | . 
| Thercbe foure things which I defir reto pro- 
pound inthe very porch and frontiſpice, in the 
entranceiintoall the matters at. Religion, and 

thingst@ be;knowne ;:becaule they are of ge- 
| nerall importance and uſe, 'as being the: very 
firſt and moſt ſenfible inquiries that will bee 
made inthecantry into this profeſſion. The two 
| former ofthem laydowneto is the marke char 
ne ſhbuld aime'at: Thetwo latter, the line or rule | 
| by which we. muſt levell at that marke, 
| The firft inquiry will be conceming hap- | 
| piveſſe; which:is rhe! very end and {cope to | 
which all tharwe are'taught in-chematters of | 
Divinity, evenall thewhole-ſcope of Divinity | 
tends : that whereas there be ſeverall arts and 
vocations,iathe'world; for themiintenance of 
thisrewporattl lite ;- Rewenryi is that art1which | 
. directs | 
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directs u$in the wayto get and attaineeternallj'S @ @,11{/ 
life, and to the true happineſſe of a man: all 
the lincs of Divinity meet in that center, and 
nothing is taught bur for that: and therefore 
this will be the firſt inquiry,wherein the trac hap- 
| pineſſe of a man lyes: And to-omir the particu- 
| lars that will be in that, the reſolution and up- 
| hot of that inquiry will come tothis, (which | 
' wil draw inthe ſecond) that *£_ | 
| 2, However mens thoughts wander about 
their happineſle, yer all the world cannot cf- 
fe it ; neither the quinteſſenceof any, nor the 
concurrence of all thele worldly things, can | 
make a man a happy man: the'only happineſſe 
that is true and rcall,is only in our conjunRion 
with God : which is attainable only by our 
knowing, worſhipping, and ſerving of God 
according to the true religion; which'is the-up- 
ſhot of this firſt inquiric, and leads to the ſc- 
cond generall thing in the porch 
And that is the 77»e Religion : the firſt inqui- | Truc Religion, 
| rieisof the true happineſle, the ſecond is of 
' the true religion. But now there be many Re- 
 ligions inthe world, I will briefly. name them. | 
| Thercis the heathen religion, which doth not 
| acknowledge the true God, but worſhip a falſe 
god. There is the /ewiſh religion, which ac- 
knowledgeth the true God,(and therefore dif- 
| fers from the heathen) but doth not acknow- 
| ledge himin Chriſt. There is the Mahumerane 


| religien, which acknowledgeth the true God, 
L 3 and | 
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True Church, 


| 


and acknowledgeth Chriſt too, bur doth not 
acknowledge Chriſt as the Meflias and Savi- 


our, but ſubordinate to their Mahumet, and | 


therefore falſc in that. And laftly, there is the 


"Chriſtian Religion ; and ſothe upthor of all, is, 


there is no other religion truc, but the Chriſti- 
an religion which 1s profeſſed in the truc 
Church of God: 

3. And that leads meetothe third thing in 
the inquiry. The firſt was,whercin lyeth rruc 
happineſle; the next, what is the true religion 
which will lead to this happineſſe;and becaulc 
that is ſaid to be in the Church of God,there- 
fore the next inquiry will be, which is the erue 
Church of Ged.T here be many pretenders to the 
true Church, there is a Greete Church, a great 
and large Church, that profeſſeth the dodrine 
of Chriſt : there is the Ryware Church, thar pro- 
feſſeth Chriſt : there be many other by-ſlips of 
Chriſtians, as Anabaptiſts, Separatifts, and all 
kindes of ſects and ſchiſmes,which all profeſle 
Chriſt. Bur it is none of theſe, not the Greeke 
Church, nor the Romane Church, nor any other 


'{e&; butthere is a Church of rhe Proceſtanrs, 


conſiſting of Lutherans and Calviniſts, and this | 
will bee. the upſhor of the inquiry, that the | 
Church of God which are either Lutherans or 
Catuniſts, (though different in ſome opinions, | 
yet) both of them are within the compaſſe of 
that which is to bee acknowledged the true 


| Church of God : ;andche jflue of this inquiry 
| 


_ will 
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'to deſcerne which is rhe true Church :- and the 
anſwer is,by their adherence to the Seripewres ; 
| 4+ Whichis the fourch head in the inqui« 
' ric. After the inquiry of the true happineſſe, | 
' wherein it lyeth; of the true Religion that will | 


lead us to that happineſle ; of the true Church | 


wherein we ſhall finde that Religion: we muſt | 
inquire of that which muſt be the rule of all; | 


| which is the Word of God, the Scriptures, that Scriprurs. 


| ſhall be the fourth. 

| Theſeare ſuch generall, and ſuch ſenſible 
' inquiries, that I did thinke good ina pruden- 
tiall way, as I ſaid, to place them in the franti- 
ſpice. The two former ſhew the marke wee 
| muſt ayme at, viz. the erue happineſſe, and the 
' erwe religion, The two latter ſhew the line by 


' which we ſhould levell, viz. the Churches ſtept 
in ſome meaſure, but abfolutcly the oracles of the | 
' Scripture, the Word of God, which muſt be the 
' meaſure of all things which are to be done or 
 knowne in the whole compaſle of Divinity. 

2. To come now from the frontiſpice and 
porch, to the building it ſe ife, to the fabricke of 
the whole body of Divinity, I ſhall only pre- 


ſent it in the nature of a building, becauſe I 
have mentionedithe metaphor , yer 1 vvill not 
keepe cloſe to it,becaule | vvill nor ſpend time 
to be curious in vyords. 
The building I ſhall preſent, confiſts of emo | 
ſtories,andno more; and in either af thoſe two | 
ſtories 


hn ———— 


| will be, How wee may underſtand and come|Sgnr, WW. 


Edifice. 


| 
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| 

'S E R, II, | ſtories, 'two roomes. I vvill mention no more. | 
| In the firſt ſtory briefly I ſhall comprehend 
| all the things that areto be knonne and belcevid 
| in the courſe'of Divinity. 

| In the ſecond ſtory all things that are to be 
| done and pratiiſed, | 
| For all things in Divinity are cither matters 
of faith, or matters of /ife. This is the gererall 
therefore'of the rwo tories. Matters of faith 
| being as it vvere the lowelt ſtory, and matters 
| of life being the ſuperſtructure on it : and ci- 


ther of theſe have two ſ[everall roomes. | 
| Things to be There be generall things to be knowne and 
knowne and beleeved God 
beleeved - b | 
concerning< and | 
Man. | 


And there be ſome things more particular 
in regard of ſome particular relations : and ſo 
likewiſe there be in the other. | 


Concerning Bu: firſt for the former ; things to be known | 
—_ and be learned by a Chriſtian concerning God | 
|and man: 
I propound them cither 


i More general, or, 
4+ More ſpecial, according to ſome 
{ ſpeciall relations. 

Inthe generall, firſt concerning God - there 
be two things vvhich I ſhall propound, and 
cither of them vvill have a double title, upon 
which I will make the ſecond foure, for fourc 
| | were in the porch. 


Con- 
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Concerning. the nature of God, and thereon $ xx. III, 
two heads or titles. | Nis narore, 

1. All thoſe things that are to bee knowne | 
concerning the w#1ty of the eſſexce, that is the Uniry of «(+ 
one God,and his glorious attributes. lenee, 

2. Andallthoſc things that are to be known | 
concerning the Trinity of the perſons, in that ug-| 
ſpcakable myſtery of the glorious Trinity. 

2. Andin ray bar place, beſides the na- 
ture of God, there are to bee conſidered the 
workes of God : in which I ſhall propound both 
the kinds and the ſpecies of the operations of God, 


. 
" 


? 


\ 


— 


__ 
Trinity of per. | 
(ons, 


Works of Ged, 
Kindes and 


and the /p*ciall objeRs or effects of thoſe opera- | Feeeroiihew 


tions, 
The ſpecies or kindes of the workes of God 
that are to be knowne by a Chriſtian, for the 
comprehenſion of what is neceflary to bec 
knowne in Divinity, and taught by a Miniſter, | 
may be cxpreſſcd thus. 


There be two great vvorkes : | 


Creation Creation, 


his workes of and of 


Providence, Provide nes. 


And there is the principall obje&s or effes 
of —_ opcrations, take them which way you 
will. 


| 


YUuM 


There is'in generall, the reaſonable creature 
vyhich is capable of happineſſe, and vrhich is | 
M eo 


——_— __ 


———— 


” 
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to be guided by a rule to the attaining ofhap- 
pinefle. And there is the animad. | | 
And fo there will be two titles concerning | 


Sow: III. 


1 
z 


| ' Angels, 

| | 
Angels, | Good, | | 
| Bang | bothy and 
| ad. ; Bad, 

Man. And concerning Man; whercin the prigci- 


pall thing will bee to ſpeake ſome thing of 
| thoſe things that are of generall neceſſity in | 
Divivity, the moſt neceſlary of all others, viz. | 
' Immortality of | the immortality of the ſoule, and the Conſcience of 
(tice: | 1947, which is as a judge, and to which a man 

muſt give account of all he doth. | 
Having laid this concerning God, his nature, 
| and his vvorkes of creation and providence, | 
and the ſpeciall obzets of thole workes, An- 

gels and Men, vve vvill come to follow all the | 
reſt concerning man : for Divinity is the rule 
of guiding man to his happineſle,and therefore 
we muſt goe along vvith ir, 
_- Concerning man, there are two things that | 
are fundamentally to be conſidered or premiſed: 
| And two things formally to be confidered. 
Things fandx-| Fhere betwo things fundamentally to bee 
mentally pre» | premilſed. 

: Firſt, (which vvill bee the next head) con- 
Covenant. | cerning the covenant betweene God and man; 
Seales ofthern | anid #ho ſealer of this covenant in a general way, 

though 


* _— 
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chough there be a particular place for the par- 
ticular: for this vill be the foundation of all 


| that L can give towards happinefle for the at- 
| taining of it; it depends upon the covenant 


made by God vvith man: and fo that vvill be 
the firſt fundamentall thing, the covenant 
made betweene God and man, 

The ſecond vvill be the lan that God impo- 
ſerh on man, to regulate him in his courſe, 
with all the ſanQions of promiſes and threat- 
nings. 

And then there bee two things formally to 
be conſidered, (this being fundamentally pre- 
miſed) vvhich yvill make up foure heads 
more. 

Formally there are to be conſidered the pren- 
ciples of humane a8, which. actions are the 
vvay and ſteps to cternall life. 

—_ there be two principles very contide- 
rable. | 

The one vvithour us, and from God,viz, the 


trace of God; and here vve ſhall -fec how farther 
| 15 neceſſary, and the nature of it; but I yvill 


not enter into particulars, but ohely naw point 
out things. . als, | 
And then there is another principleof aGi- 
on, and that is vvithin'us,viz. wr ewnefree will, 
and there vve ſhall ſcehow much vve: haye of 
that, and the nature of it;'and of all humanc 
actions and habits in a generality. [Theſe are 
the principles of won gaps and free on : 
2 the 


[Su K. T1 


Law, | 
SanQiens, | 


Things formual- t 
ly conſidered. | 


Principles of 
human ations. 


Grace of God* 


Our free will. 


— — 
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Szx, II. the nature of vvhich, h, andthetruth of vvhich el 
are to beecleared inthe application of theſe | 
heads. Theſe are the principles and we 
| | roots. 
The fruits that But then the fruits that grow from theſe, 
© 9am | arc, | 
; On the one ſide, on the better hand, yrhen | 
Good workes, MENS vvills arc aſſiſted by grace, \ good workes ; | 


vvhere vve vvill take a briete contideration of t 
| vertues t00,which are the root of good works, | 
; the habits and diff politions. | 1 
Sins,or evil | And ſecondly, ſinnes, or evill norkes, yvith all. 
Workes, the penalty and puniſhments that belong to i 
them, yyhere alſo concerning vices, to vvhich 
| vvearc inclincable. f 
Theſe are the things that are generally to \ 
be knowne and beleeFed concerning God and 
Man. ( 
There bee ſome things in particular, and I 
| ſhall be very bricfe in them. 
Things parti. The things that are particularly to bee 
Sy + wg concerning Go » and, Man, arc ci- 
f ceraing God _—_ 
andman, In regard firſt of all of the different flates 


a conditions of men, that they cither are,. or 


have, or{lall be in. | 
2. In regard ſecondly of the «fr of God in | 


| perfeing mans ſalvation.' | 
| Inregardof | I Inrcgard of the differenc fares or conditi- 
che different | ns of man firſt. : 11 - | | 
' | Nowthey may be different two ayes - | 
that 
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They may be either 


3 Subflantially diff erent, 
or 
Circumflantialh different. 


The two former eſtates differ in the covenant, 
the covenant is not the ſame. 

The latrer two agree in the ſubſtance of the co- 
venant, bur differ only in the forme of admi- 
niſtration: and ſo theſe will bee the fourc 
heads. 

1. The ſlate of innecency by creation, with the 
firſt covenant of the law and workes , which 
would then bring us to heaven. 

*. And theflateof the fall, where we conſi- 
der the covenant of grace, 

Theſe are ſubſtantially different in the ſub- 
ſtance of the coyenant, But the two other 
ſtates are butcircumſtantially different, differ- 


"hat 1 ſhall ſpeake of them ſhall bee this. hn 


ing in the adminiſtration of the covenant, yet 
all belonging to the ſtate of grace. 

The adminiſtration under the Old Teftawent, 
And the adminiſtration under the New Tefts- 
ment. 

But then beſides the divers ftates of man,the 


. | ſecond things to bee knowne and beleeved in 


this particular, are the [everall a8s of God; (give | 


| me leave to make uſe of words, becauſe T have © 


| noe ſo fir at hand)theſe degrees by which God, | 
M3 


Doth 


Sun, I. 


Subftz nriatly 
differeac, 


| 


| Scare of inno+ 


Ccency. 


' Of the fall, 


Cireumſtam 


Srare of . 
Linder £ old 
Teftament, 
Under the 


Dew, 


Severall a&s 


God. 
PerſcRing our 
ſalvation. 


— 
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Szx, IIIl.| Doth dduces man to the flate of grace, and 
Prom the ſtate haying done {o, by which he 


CO | Doth afterwards perduce a man from the ſtate 
of FE to glory. 
| Andincither of theſe there be two heads, or 


titles, which make up foure more., whercof 


' there are | 
Fundemental!: | Two fundementall things, which arc the roots 
by purpoſe, 


and foundation of all. | 
Prodeſtination Firſt of all Gods eternal predeſtination and re- | 
Reprobation, | orsþation,and thoſe things that belong to it, | 
| The ſecond fundamentall thing is the worke | 

Redemption, | of redemption by Chriſt : where will be rouch- | 
-n the incarnation, and all things that belong to | 

enat. | 

Theſe are the fundamentall things towards | 
the bringing of vs to the ſtate of grace: there | 


muſt be a purpoſe in God to bring us to it, and 
By purchaſe, | a Price: and ſo our two heads arc elef1on and | 
redemption. 
Formal, Bur then there be two things in which it for- 
= conſiſts,as the means wherby it is brought 
abour. 
Vocation Firſt,the a# of £ocation : by which God calls 
effeuall. | a man, and ſertles a man in the ſtate of grace. 
luftificaring The ſecond is juſtsfication, which is the very 
ataal!, formality of the ſtate of grace, in that league 


betweene God and man, when he cals him 
hometo himſelfe. 

| Andtheſc are the degrees by which we arc 
| brought to the ſtate of grace; but being mo, | 
There | 


' 
| 
| 
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the ſtate of grace: as, 


which continuation is in two heads. 


| ſtian,that belceve in God and Chriſt, 


© There be other degrees,by which God doth, Sz x. ] IT. 
carry us to the perfet#ion of grace, as well as to —— ro 


Partly irvthe continuation of the grace of God, | lacoare, 


Firſt, the worke of ſanfification, whercin I Sandification 
| ſhall comprehend all the privileges of a Chri- | Piviiedges: 


| And ſecondly, the worke of gubernatien : | Gubemnation 
| as the ſpirituall ſanQification, ſo the tempo. | *=r*&-, 


' rall gubernation: wherein | will comprehend 
all the exerciſes of a Chriſtian (not only all 
his privileges, but). how God leads him: in a 
| way of exercilc ; and although ir vary from the 
ordinary courſe of Divinity, yet I conceive 
' that ir is very neceſſary to be conlidered. Now 


theſe doe continue the norke of grace. 


| 
2. Butthon for the conſurmnecior, there are | Conſummare. 


two more: God continually ſaacifies,and con- 
tinually governes, and manages a man, by his 


regiment, and the rule of his providence 


his ſervants in an excellent way alt our life. | 
| But then I fay there be two other degrees that 
| giverhe conſummation; which make up the 


| other foure heads. 


over 


Firſt of all, ehe reſurreSion : and therein I | Refurredtion, 


ſome difference, but not ſo much but 
"might goe together. 


ſhall rake along the /a/t judgement, for therT'ls | ludgmene, 


they 


Secondly, the excellent ſtate of z/orification ; Gloritiearion. 
that ſuperexcellent ſtate of glory: wherein) 


tal 
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| Condemnation 


[ 


| 


| 


Life,tobe done 


| 
und prafied. 


| 


| 


| Duties ts be 

, performed, by 

| the ſtrength of 
| race, 


| Gener all, 


Primary and 

predominant 
*n duties te 

| Godand main. 
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| ſhall comprehend rhe-contrary flate of the dam- 
ned. This is the laſt and highett degree. 

Theſe are bricfly the heads of thoſe things 
that are to be knowne and belceved. 

Thereare-twelve in generall to bee knowne 
and belceved concerning God and man. | 

And twelve in particular according to the 
ſeverall ſtates of man, and acts of God. 

Now then the other things that follow, arc 
things to be done and praiſed in matters of life : 


and ({o there will be comprehended under this 
ſtory (as under the firſt) rwo roomeg, 
{ There will be duties to be performed firſt, 
And ſecond, I will adde ſome helper that arc 
to be uſed for the performance of thoſe dutics. 
{| AndſoI ſhall comprehend all thepratticall 
part of Divinity, adjoyning helpe to performe 
duties; whereby I thaſl give amore large form 
(as I ſaid firſt) then as yet we have had, for 
ought I know. 
The duties to be performed, are cither wore 
generall, and of a gencrall nature : 
Or more particular, according to our particu- 
lar ſtates and conditions, or rclations of men : 


| 


as you ſhall ſec. | 
In thoſe generall dutics I will do thus; I may 


comprehend all dutics uader the name of gra- 

ciow vertues, for foit will bes more bricfe ; 

wherefore I will ſo doe. | 
There be the primary and predominant vertues; | 


and thoſe I will begin withall : as, 
Po 


a 


__ Firſt, | 
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| wards man, our brethren; and theſe compre- | 
' hend the ſumume of duty in both the Tables of 


wn | & |. 


Firſt, verewes Theologicalhſuch as doe order, | $ & xr, 111, 

and ſet the ſpirits and hear aright , ina right | Vere Theo: 

frame towards God. logicall, 
And ſecond, verrwues Philadeſphicall ; ſuch as | Philadelphi. 

| order aright qur carriage and deportment to- | 


; the Law. 

' But then I ſhall adde twe more, as ſecondary Secongury and | 

| and accedorics to thoſe princaples. jo—o——ggns | 
There be, | , 


| 


' nall yertues, as prudence, juſtice, temperance, for- 
 titude, and courage * which as they make uſe of, 


' ry conſiderable inthe way of aChriſtianl ſay, 
| cardinall vertues. | 
| 


| 


| give a taft that you may underſtand)thoſe con- | *ull 


with them : as ſuppoſe now ſyncerity, and hu- 


t. Yertues, which the Schooles call cardi- | Cardinall, 
[ 


ſo we might make uſe of chem allo,as being ve- 


And there be, 
2. Circumftantiall vertues: as ſuppoſe (to ' Cirumtn: 


comitant _vertues which are not ſo much the 
particular ſpecies of vertues themſelves; as 
companions to all yertues, and muſt goe along | 


mility, and zeal, and corflancy, which are gene- 
rall and neceſſary qualifications to accompany 
and attend all other. 

So that now there be Theolegicall and Phila. | 
delphicall yertues,to order our carriage towards 
God and man: And Cardinal! and Circumftan- | | 
tiall vertues, preſcribing the manner of the | | 
former carriage. N_ This | 


| The formof wholſome Words, or on | 


Keg '\[aring 
our liycs ia the 


| Parts, 


Hearre, 

Aﬀe&ions, 

| Words, 
ARtions, 


Conditions, 
in ceſpeR of 


Sex, 
; Age, 


Eſtate, 
Condition. 


—— ———  _—— 


This in the generall, 

But ſecondly, there be ſome more ſpeciall 
and particular. | 

In regard firſt, of the ſeveral parrs and con- 
ditions, 

And ſecondly in reſpe@of the ſevera!/ ſtates 


and relations in which a Chrittian lives. | 
Now there will bee required vertues more 
ſpeciall for the managing of us in the way of 


duty in both theſe. 

1. Vertues in regard of the parts of a mans 
life, they muſt be brought to the true rule of 
vertue, in the government of a mans life. 

Firſt, vertues to rule the heey: and aff e#iows, 

Secondly, vertucs regulating a mans words 
and ations, 
| Wee muſt ſecke how to governe theſe in a 
way of duty and vertue. 

{ But then againe for our ſeverall conditions ; 
| I ſhall name two more, which will compre- 
| hend all chat I deſire, 

Firſt, rereues 19 regulate every age 4nd ſex © the 
particulars arc, me» and women, young and o/d, c- 


very ſ{cx and age. 


Secondly, terrues for the ordering of every flate 
and condition ; rich or poore, learned or wnlearned : 
and in proportion to ordcr us in every ſeverall 
ſtate and condition, in affliction and proſpe- 
ritte, 
| And theſeare the ſecond branch of the firſt 


of thoſe ſpecials that are recommended : two 
| | ſpeciall| 
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| 


ſpeciall vertues required in reſpe of our ſeye- 
rall conditions, as there were two before in 
reſpe of our leverall parts. 

But now in regard of our ſeverall fates and 
relations, in which men arc, there be fourc 
more. 

The firſt two of which are to order us in a 
more private way. 

The ſecond two to regulate us in a more pub- 
lique way. 

As wee are ſingle prrſons, living ina ſolitary 
life, there are moralerthicall vertues, which muſt 
order our converſation ſuitable to the rule of 
dutic. 

And then/as we are publique perſons in a fami- 
ly ; theſc arc #conemi-all vereues, ro order fami- 
lies in the particular relations thereof, hwband, 
wife, parents, children, maſters, ſervants, gueſts, 
and ho:fls : There be erhicallvertues, and acrone- 
micall vertwes, for the ordering of a more pri- 
vate way. 

And when we come more publique, to bee 


| parts of a greater community, there muſt bee 
| vertues for that. 


Now there may bee a double community 
| which we may liye in, and in which we ſhould 
| have vertues to carry our ſclves as we ought 

todoc in ſuch places. 

Thereis a community Ecclefiaflicall, a Church 
| ſocicty and body, 
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Srates and re- | 
lations, 


More private, | 


Ina fingle and 
ſolitary life. 
Verruess 


Echicall, 


More publique 
in a famuly, 


Occonomical!, 


In « greater 
communruty, 


| And there is a community Politicsl/, and Ci- 
N 2 vill, 


_— 


| 
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'Se x. [IL vill ; and there are ſuitable” verrues required, | 
to.carry our ſelves-as members of theſe bodics 
cither Ecclefiaſticall or Politicall. | 
There remaines now only the ſecond branch 
Helps ro be | of things to be done and praftilcd, viz. rhe 
uſed 1 helpes. 

We have gone through the duries cenerall 
and particular: I ſhall ina word recommend 
in the laſt place thoſe things that I comprehen-. 
ded under the name ot helps tothe pertormance | 
of duty. | 

And: they are either, | 

( Univerſalt More generall and _—__ : or, | 
; converſation. | Agpre particular and private. | 
( Poblique | The more Publique helpes are the due and 
"— conſcientions uſe of the ordinances of God appoin- | 
| ted: as, 
Hearing the Firſt, hraring of the word. 
Receiving ke | And ſecond, receiving of the ſacrament : And 
Sacrament. | the due obſerwation of rimes infticurted by God, 
Tanes, and conſfticured by him, 
Sabbath, Firſt, the obſervation of the Loyal; day, in its 
continuall courſe. 
Faſting, Secondly,of Faſts in a Chriſtian way. , 
| Theſeare the more publique helpes; and yet 
there may be ſome relationto privatenellce in 
theſc. 
Privace, | Butnow more privately asa mans face w #9- 


vr 


words God: or, 
Asa mans face ir toward; the world, thiere are 


helpes for thoſe duties. | 
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As.we muſt labour to.converſe with God, or Sg, ut 
as we muſt converſe with men; which way {0- towards God. 
ever we turne our faces, there may be,andare | 
helps for the ordering of our lite in both; Now | 
the helpe in private, in regard of 2 :n405s COR» Contemple- 
verſc with God,arc L; 494.3, 1 

Firſt diligent r eading and meditation vpoa the Reading, 
Word of God,and divine truths. 7 | Meditation, 

Secondly, another part of our communion | 
with God, is the continuall cxerciſc of prajer | Prayer, 
and thankſgiving. | Thankſgiving. 

Then as wee ftand in relation towards the | 7ownrds man, 
world, and are converſant in the world, :there | 
be two other helpes. | 74 | 

Firſt, the conſcicntious uſc and improvement 
of the communionof Sams, | 
|  Second,our fdeiity and conicicntions.car 
| 39 bur particular wucations;,, where there will 
| many other rhings. | 
But in all thoſe the maine will be, how all 
' theſe may be done, that they may bemalt uſe- 
full,in the advancing of a moſt chriſtiangeurle 
in the uſe of the Word: and Sacramear, and 
Sabbaths, and faſtings, and reading, and medi- 
ration,” and prayer, and thankſgiving, and the 
communion of $4ints, andthe can iaieat oul- 
nefle in a mans'vocation : 141ay,,how wee-may 
doc all theſe, ſo as they may bemoſtufetullro 
futl.cr us in the way of duty. 

The'care the more generall helps. , - 

There are (ome more- particular, accodding | 

N 3 - to ft; 
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Se R, II. 
Particular con- 
dirion 


, 


Inche ingrefle, 


Examination, 
Reſolution, 


Apgrefie. 


Holy life, 
Death. 


Congrelic, 


eo the particular caſes ofmen:I will propound 
but foure maine caſes, to which 1 will reduce 


all the reſt.” 
Firſt, ſome things to helpe aman in the in- 


a word or two (for memories {ake.) 
Secondly, in the «ggreſſe. 
Toirdly, in the congrefe. 
Fourthly,in the progreſſe, 

You ſhall fee morc- plainly what I meanc by 
and by. 

There be helpes to _ a man that is not 
yet in a way of godlineflc, ro come into it. 
Whercin the principall ching will be, the due 
examination of what us the right way, and 4 mass 
owne eftate, whether he be inthat way orno: 
and that being made clcare, we muſt confider 
the helps that will put a man on to reſolve on the 
entry into that way, and to uſe the helpes that 
may ſet him upon it co enter it : which is the in- 
greſ/e or entrance. 

Secondly; in the aggreſ/e, or ſerting upen 2 
Chriſtian'courſe, there will. come in he/pes and 
direRions how to' li ad a holy life, and dye # holy 
death; how to order a mans time, and mannage 
| his dayes and houres in Chriſtian and holy 
courſes, ſothat he may both in life and death, 
carry himſelfe as becomes a Chriſtian, and be 
in ſuch a ſtate as a Chriſtian may be : that is for 
the aggreſle or ſetting upon the worke, 

Then thirdly, in the comgreſ/e, wherein is to 

be 


greſſe into tl.eway of Keligion, I am faine to make | 


[ 
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od be treated of our ſpiritusll warfare : helps to di- |S @ 8.111. 
ce rec us co carty our ſelves intime of diftreſe of | Spiriuall wa- 
cunſcience, and in matter of Satavs temptations, | fare. 
7" which every Chriſtian more or leſſe will have, 
Le and meet withall, 
Laſtly,in the progreſe, helpe for perſeverance, |, 
how to hold our in daily proficiency, and pct- =» = 0 
petuall perſeverance to the end. | 
Thelc are all the heads : whereof, 
y There are foure in the porch and frontiſpice; 
and fourc times twelve in the pile and cdifice, 
t the reſt of the building. | 
4 Twelve generals concerning things to bee 
p | knowne and beleeved of God and man in ge- 
, ncrall. 


And twelve concerning God and man in 
particular,according to their particular ftates. 
And twelve for matters of life, dutics to be 
performed. 
And twelve helps that are to be uſed to help 
us in the performance of thoſe dutics. 

And thus you kave the whole building ; and 
according to the words of our text,an twnimey, 
or a forme of ſound and wholſome words. 
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